


=—lCi<—CNhh 

















** Know ing 


THE 


PB ADYOGATE, 


that J am set for the defence of the Gospel.” 


Palit. i. 17. 


" 








zy ryv 


NO. 1.| NI EY i 3 UR} } POi .- Ls « 





ot ST SS ee = 








" JANUARY, 1821. (VOL. 1. 





a - —a ee : So ste eee Oe CU a NR 





YY 


1¢e aloe Oo ical . 


-—<——— 


TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 


Tite Gospel as its name imports,* 
isa message of good will to man, and it 
is concisely defined by St. Pavl to be, 
% that Gop wi sinc hrist reconciling the 
world unto himself, nol imputing their 
trespasses unto them. 2 Cor. v. 19. 
The necessity of its being eee arises 
from the great truth that al! men are 
sinners, that is, transgressors of the law 
of Gop; that all are in strict justice 
bound either to make reparation for 
their transgressions or to suffer the pun- 
ishment due to them; and thatall have 
need of Gon’s forgiv eness before they 
can expect to receive his favours. 

It is not necessary to p rove that all 
men are sinners; for if it had not been 
expressly asserted in the word of Gop, 
the experience of every mind accus- 
tomed to reflection and self-examina- 
tion would render it abundantly evident 
that eyen the best of men offend daily. 
Nor is it necessary to prove that men 
are incapable of making reparation to 
Gop. For what can they offer to him? 
Their possessions? All the world is 
his. Their lives? They are not at their 
own disposal. As Gop is the Creator 
of all’things, he has an inherent and un- 
alienable right to all things; and we 
who are the creatures of his bounty 





*Itis derived from the Saxon Gop good, 
and SPELL a message, from SPELLIAN, to 
preach or proclaim. fence Godspeil or 
Gospél, means precisely the same as ** Evan- 
gelium” glad tidings or good news; whence 
comes Evangelist, Ev angehcal, &e. 
apvocare, vol. 1. 1 


can give him nothing which is not al- 
ready his own. It tollows then that in 
strict justice we are bound to suffer the 
punishment due to our sins ; andifGop 
were just only and not merciful, we 
could expect from him nothing but pun- 
ishmeni. And this is St. Paul’s argu- 
ment in the first chapter of his Epistle 
to the Romans, where reasoning from 
the righteousness or justice only of Gon, 
he shews that it exhibits itseifin wrath, 
“ revealed from heaven against all un- 
godliness and unrighteousnes of men, 
who hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness.” verse 18. They who knew Gop 
but forsook him, were given up unto 
uncleanness. ‘They who changed the 
truth of Gop into. a lie, were given up 
by him unto vile affections. ‘They who 
did not like to retain Gon in their know- 
ledge, were given over by him unto_a 
reprobate mind. They who know ihe 
judgment of Gop, that they which com- 
mit such things are worthy of death, 

and not only ‘do the satae, but have 
pleasure in them that do them, are 
treasuring up wrath against the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of Gop. Chap. ii.v. 5. Thus 
the justice of Gop must exhibit itself 
in the punishment of men, unless some 
way be found by which they can appeal 
from its severity. ‘The question im- 


mediately occirsthen, how can it be 
rendered consistent with the truth and 
the justice of Gop that mercy should be 
shewn to sinful man.—This question is 
answered no where but in the Gospel, 
which is declared in the passage above 
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cited to be * the power of Gop unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth.”— 
“Who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death? I thank Gop,” says the 
Apostle ,“throughJ esusC hrist ourLord. ? 
Rom. vii. 24,25. “Gop was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.” 

This reconciliation was efiected by 
the death of Christ. ‘*Gop hath set 
forth Christ Jesus, to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood—to declare 
his righteousness that he might be just, 
and the justifier of him which believ- 
eth in Jesus.”—Rom. tii. 25, 26. * For 
if when we were enemies we were re- 
conciled to Gop by the death of his 
Son, much more being reconciled we 
shal! be saved by his life.”"—Rom.. vy. 
10. Such are the express declarations 
of the scriptures as to the fact; but if 
it be asked why the death of Christ 
it was the pow- 


to Gop; we reply that in the Gospel no 
answer is found to these questions. Men 
may form different sche mes to solve 
their own doubts and satisfy tieir own 
inordinate curiosity, but we preter to 
keep the golden mean; not to go be- 
yond the scriptures on the one hand, 
b attemping to explam too much, nor 
to fail short of them on the other, by 
denying the fact which they have re- 
vealed, because we cannot understand 
why, or how it should exist. 
Reconciliation having been effected 
by the death of Christ, the mean by 
which its blessings are communicated 
to us, is Faith, or Fidelity to the will 
of Gop; in other words, that disposi- 
tion, by which we are led to believe 
implicitly every thing which Gop de- 
clares to us, and to perform faithfully 
every thing which he commands. 
Such was the Faith of Abraham 
which was counted unto him for right- 
eousness. It comsisted in an iftplicit 
belief in the promises of Gop, even 
when they derived no support from 
moral probabilities. The birth of a 
son at the advanced age of himself and 
his wife was not probable. Yet “he 
staggered not at the promise of Gop” 
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says the Apostle, * through unbelief; 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to 
Gop; and being tully persuaded that 
what he had premised, he was also 
able to perform. And therefore it 
was imputed unio him tor righteous- 
ness.”—Rom. iv. 20, 21, 22. It con- 
sisted also in implicit obedience to the 
wili of Gop, even when that will was 
most repugnant to all the perceptions, 
desires and afiections of his nature.— 
* By taith Abraham when he was tried 
offered up Isaac, and he that had re- 
ceived the promise oficred up his oaly 
begotten son, of whom it was said that 
in Isaac shall thy seed be calied, ac- 
counting that Gop was able to raise 
him up, even trom the dead.”—Heb. 
xl. 17, 18, 12. ' 

What was thus written aforetime 
was written for our learning. The 
same diposition is required trom us ; 
and without it we must not expect to 
be justified or treated as if we were 
righteous. 

If Abraham believed what Gop told 
him, though he was unable to compre- 
hend how it could be so, are we noi al- 
so bound on the same terms to believe 
the revelation of Gop? The Gospel 
discloses to us certain facts, but does 
not make it clear to our comprehen- 
sion how those facts can exist. It tells 
us that Gop was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself not imputing 
their tresspasses unto them; butit does 
not tell us how the mediation of Christ 
could produce this efiect; or why it 
was necessary for him to come in the 
flesh that it might be made compatible 
with the atiributes of Gop to pardon 
sinful man. The Gospel tells us that 
this reconciliation was effected by the 
death of Christ, as a sacrifice for sin: 
but it does not tell us how this sacrifice 
could effect it, or why it was necessa- 
ry. The Gosp tells us that ouf Sa- 
viour js truly Gop, and that he is ttuly 
man; but it does not tell us how the 
divine and human nature could be unil- 
ed in one person. ‘The Gospel tells us 
that the Father is Gop, that the Sen, is 
Gon, that the HolyGhost is Gon, and yet 
that there are noi three Gons but one 
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Gop ;—but it does not teil us how they 
are thus united, or thus distinguished. 
The Gospel tetis us that the Holy Spir- 
it operates on the minds of believers ; 
the mode of that operation is not re- 
vealed; and we are referred to the ef- 
fects which it produces as an evidence 
but not as an explanation of its exist- 
ence. Are we then tollowers of the 
faithful Abraham. it we disbelieve a fact 
which Gop reveais, because we are un- 
abie tocomprebend how or why itis so? 


Again: ii Avraham impiicitly obey- 
ed the will ot Gop, even when he was 
required to sacrifice his Son, an action 


apparently contradictory to all the 
proumees and all the attributes of Gon, 
and repugnant to all the desires and 
affections of his own nature, shall not 
we also perform what is expressly com- 
manded in the word of Gop, whether 
we can or cannot comprehend its use 
and eilicacy ’—If we wait to have our 
reason Satisfied of its utility, before we 
p erform it, we act in obedience to that 
reason, to our sense of the moral fitness 
of things, but not in obedience to the 
will ot Gop. The legitimate province 
of reason therefore, is to determine 
what the revelation of Gop contains; 
when that is determined, it remains on- 
ly for us to believe and obey. Is it 
clearly revealed for example that we 
ought to be baptized and receive the 
Lord’s Supper; or that we ought to 
fast and pray? lit be so, shall we wait 
till we can perfectly comprehend why 
Gop hath required these acts at our 
hands, or what is the extent of their ef- 
ficacy ? Or shall we practice them with- 
out delay in the humble confidence that 
Gop will bless his own institutions, and 
make them productive of spiritual im- 
provement to our hearts, if we are not 
wanting in attention to our duty ?—Al- 
most all the disputes upon questions of 
doctrine and practice have grown out 
of the pride of human reason. 

It is the design of the Gospel Advyo- 
cate, to contend for that interpretation 
of the scriptures which ts agreeable to 
the dictates of sound reason and learn- 
ing, and as such has been always re- 
ceived and acted upon im the purest 
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ages of the Christian Church. It will 
contend for the Word of Gop, the 
Church of Gop, and the Christian lite. 
But with respect to those questions in 
which human curiosity seeks to over- 
leap the bounds of revelation, it will 
adept the language of the martyred 
Ridley. ‘In these matters I am so fear- 
ful, that 1 dare not speak further, yea, 
almost none otherwise than the very 
text doth, as it were, lead me by the 
hand,” 


—— 


THE NEW YEAR. 


Annua votatamen,solemnesque ordine pompas 
Exquerer. 


“THE commencement of a new 
year,” says ap elegant writer, “is an 
event which leads even the most 
thoughtless to some degree of reflec- 
tion. ‘There is something always sol- 
ern in the return of these stated me- 
morials of time. They call upon us 
to some review of our conduct in the 
years, that are past, and to some esti- 
mate of what we have gained or have 
lost in ourcommerce with the world. 
They remind us of the progress of 
time, and of our progress to eternity. 
But, far more than all, they remind us 
of our dependence upon Liim, who is 
the Antient of days; who, while we 
change, “ is stilithe same” and “ whose 
years shall never fail.” ” 

Each revolving year carries with it, 
in its progress, no inconsiderable share 
of the term allotted to our existence. 
It conveys the solemn admonition to a 
large proportion of mankind, that more 
than half of their race is run;—to a 
great number, that they have entered 
upon their last year !—and to all, that 
they have progressed an important 
stage in the journey of life, and have 
made a considerable advance toward 
the confines of eternity. 

The commencement of a new year 
must be, of course, a season of sober 
reflection ;—one, which affords no or- 
dinary excitement to moral and relig- 
ious improvement. No man can be 
conscious of his elevated rank in the 
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scale of being and of his consequent du- 
ty and responsibility ; and feel, at the 
same time, indifferent to the deprada- 
tions which the rapid flight of time is 
making upon his short term of proba- 
tion without some corresponding pro- 
gress or advancement in his intellectu- 
al, moral and personal pursuits. A 
thirst for improvement may be consid- 
ered as one of the characteristic fea- 
tures of a rationa! being; and poor and 
despicable is the — of that man 
who is destituie of it. His faculties 
must have been tie ol by disease, 

or perverted by vice. ‘The desire of 
improvement, when duly governed, is 
the grand stimulus to virtuous industry ; 
gives to existence its chief interest, and 
raises the soul to aspire to immortal 


joys. Lappy is it, when ambition is 


well directed; happy is it, when it 
consecrated by religion, and it has deen 
lighted up by a live coal from the altar 
of Gov. It then burns with a ste ady 
flame and imparts light and heat to all 
around it. In this case, and in {his 
alone, it answers the great purpose for 
which it was bestowed. 

Every wise man will therefore be 
anxious to ascertain what advancement 
has been made, at the close of each 
year, in-those pursuits which have en- 
grossed his chief conéern. If the in- 
terests of picty and virtue, of religion 
and social happiness ;—and if our fu- 
ture weilare and the glory of Gop be 
the objects of supreme regard, it will 
not be improper to enquire into the 
success of ou¥ daily pursuits, in order to 


judge in some degree of the profitable- 


ness or unprofitableness of the time 
thats past. The student, the mer- 
chant, or the mechanic may estimate, 


in this way, the extent of his sphere of 


usefulness ; and proportion his efforts 
to his means of doimg good. Such 
reviews are calculated to arouse exer- 
tion, and to render our passage through 
life more interesting to ourselves and 
more profitable to our fellow crea- 
tures. 

Moral and religious improvement, 
however, ought to be the chief con- 
cerp of ail ranks and conditions of mer. 





If to excel in these be the chief con- 
cern, there will be no need of repress- 
ing the anhelations of ambition. Both 
in morals and religion there is room 
for incessant progression; and in re- 
spect to both, there is no such thing as 
standing still; in each we must be ei- 
ther advancing or receding. He that 
is sufficiently virtueus already, has no 
sotid principles of virtue, and he that 
thinks himself sufficiently religious is 
alike ienorant of himself and of the 
requirements and pleasures of religion 
and the advances that may be made in 
piety. ‘The slave of impulse can have 
no claim to the title of a faithful ser-_ 

vant of Gop; and he who is unconscious 
of an effort, can have no pretence to 
having achieved a victory. Nothing 
valuable is to be gained, in this world,’ 

vithout great pains and labour; and it 
is pot et all probable, that any great 
atizinnents in piety,—the most valu- 
able of all attainments, can be made 
without corresponding efforts. ‘To be 
good by nature or by instinct is not the 
prerogative of man in his present fal- 
len state. Great depravity remains 
even in the best ofmen: he, then, who 
is disposed to act the part of a real 
christian, and studies to employ his tal- 
ents to the best advantage, will find oc- 
casion for unwearied exertion. He 
will not find his path strewed with re- 
ses, nor imagine that he is reclining on 
abed ofdown. His efforts to discharge 
his duty will keep his faculties contin- 
ually alert; and he will exercise un- 
wearied vigilance in regard to his hab- 
its, in order that his intellectual pow- 
ers may be perpetually in the fittest 
posture for active exertion. 

The past year has been distinguish- 
ed as a season of repose to the world 
which has been triendly, in a high de- 
«ree, to the interests of humanity.— 
The arts and sciences have flourished. 
Considerable changes ofa very favour- 
able nature have taken place in some 
of the governments of Europe; and 
material improvements have been 
made in agriculture, commerce and 

anufactures. But in no preceeding 
year within the memory of man have 
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benevelent institutions been in more 
active, and, | should rejoice to add, 
more successful operation. The whole 
circle of human miseries seems to have 
been explored, and a remedy provided 
for calamities oi every description.— 
The efforts to improve the moral con- 
dition of society have been uncom- 
monly strenuous: but, before complete 
success can be expected, and an entire 
reformation produced.among the lower 
classes of society, the powertul coer- 
cion of example must be employed 
among the higher. 

The last year, although not uncom- 
mouly eventtul, has not been without 
its portion of disastrous and mournful 
Seldom does so largea 
portion of time elapse without sub- 
tracting something from the comforts 
and enjoyments of individuals, or occa- 
sioning some material change in the 
circumstances ofnations. ‘The review 
will of course be attended with varied 
emotions; and the wounds of many 
will be opened afresh at the recollec- 
tion of seme fond parent, some darling 
child, or some afiectionate fricnd, 
now mouldering in the grave, who at 
this time, the last year, gladdened the 
social circle to which they then be- 
longed. 

‘The commencement of a new year 
is an occasion of cheerful! congratula- 
tion, and one, on which the votive trib- 
ute of happiness-is customarily paid. 
In this there isnoharm. But it should 
be, to the christian, a day of serious 
meditation, ‘and of fervent gratitude 


for past mercies. In the humble spirit of 


dependence be should exclaim, * Hav- 
. Po art : 

ing obtained he'p of Gop | continue un- 
to this day; and by his grace | am 
what lam.” It should also be a day 


of strict seif-examination, for the pur- 


pose of ascertaining what sins remain 
unrepented of, what duties have been 
omitted, and in what particulars amend- 
ment and newness of life are most re- 
quisite. 

As a season of benevolent wishes 
and of new expectations, it should be 
our chief study and aim to verify our 
sincerity, by contriving in every possi- 
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ble way to promote the “happiness of 


those arou:d us. Good wishes should 
not be suffered to die on the lips which 
uttered them. ‘ My little children,” 
says St. John, “let us not love in word, 
neith.& in tongue, but in DEED AND IN 
vruTR.” Were this exhortation uni- 
versally regarded, and were every one 
to consider, in what way he could best 
contribute to the happiness of ail 
within the circle cf his influence, and 
govern himself accordingly, it is easy 

perceive what a blessed change 
would be produced in human socie- 
ty, and what a multitude of miseries 
would be immediately banished. Let 
us all reflect therefore and consider 
first in what respects we can mend our 
own example, and then in what way we 
can best relieve an indigent er reclaim 
a wandering neighbour; let us strive 
to repress angry and tumultuous pas- 
sions ; put a guard upon our lips and turn 
a deaf ear to detraction, and let us en- 
deavour (o improve, to some useful pur- 
pose, every moment of that precious 
time which is f ying on such rapid wing. 
Then and then only shall we live to 
the great purpose ‘of our being, and 
render the vear on which we have 
entered, the most fruitiul and the most 
happy. 


-— -——e 


BISHOP GRISWOLD’S ADDRESS. 


An Address to the Biennial Convention of 
the Eastern Diocess, assembled in New- 
port, R. I. September 27th, A. D. 1620, 

Rererend Brethren and respected Friends, 

I apprRess you under some cir- 
cumstances of peculiar disadvantage ; 
and the pleasure of mecting you again, 
on this interesting occasion, is mingled 
with regret, that in the discharge of 
this duty 1 cannot equal your just ex- 
pectations. The infirm state of my 
health during the nine months last past 
has necessarily occasioned some defi- 
ciency in the performance of Episcopal 
duties. Early in August a tour was 
commenced with the intention of visit- 
ing the northern parts of the Diocess: 
but for particular reasons, respecting 
the Churches in Vermont, I was re- 
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quested to posipone my visit to that 
siate till the next Spring. It is now 
more than twelve months since I have 
been desirous of visiting the Churches 
in the eastern parts; but it has, been 


judged expedient to delay this joarney 


also, until the new Church, now ne: urly 
finished in Gardiner, in the State of 
Maine, should be ready for consecra- 


..tion. Of course the number of per- 


sons confirmed, and of Churches visit- 
ed, now to be reported, must be less 
than a fair view of our labours and 
prosperity, during tite last two years 
would require. To which truth re- 
quires me to add, that some urgent and 
unexpected business, and other hin- 
drances have rendered it impracticable 
to give you that full and extensive view 
of the present state of religion in the 
Diocess, which was intended. It is fit- 
ting thus to anticipate your disappoint- 
ment by the best apology in my power 
to make, that the defects of this Report 
may not be ascribed to worse causes. 

A minute detail of the Churches vis- 
ited, and of all my official transactions, 
would probably be as useless, as it cer- 
tainly would be dull and uninteresting. 
The mention of those which are of the 
most general concern will suffice. 

On the Friday next following the 
day of our asi Biennial Convention, in 
Greenfield, Joel Clapp was ordained 
Deacon. ‘The Sunday after | passed 
in Guilford, in Vermont. 
people, actuated by a laudable zeal ior 
promoting Gop’s holy worship, had 
erected a neat and very convenient edi- 


fice,in which J Was invited that day to of 


ficiate. ‘The congregation was respect- 
able, and very attentive; and though 
there were then no [Episcopalians in 
that town, a number of the principal 
people eavenee a desire to become 
acquainted with the doctrines and wor- 
ship of our Church; and invited Mr. 
Baury, a student in theology, and since 
a candidate for holy orders, to perform 
divine service for a few wecks in their 
Church. Mr. Baury, who has contin- 


ned with them to the present time, has 
devoted himself, with great diligence 
and pions zeal, 


to all the duties allow- 


A number or 


ed to those who are not ordained to the 
ministry; and his labours have been 
remarkably blessed. 

On the Wednesday following, the 
new Church in Hopkinton, in Massa- 
chusetts, was solemnly dedicated, and 
set apart to the worship and service of 
Almighty God, by the name of St. 
Paul’s Church. On the 10th day of 
November, in the same year was also 
consecrated, St. Paul’s Church, newly 
erected in South Kingston, in the State 
of Khode Island. The day following, 
and in the same Chureh, Herbert Mar- 
shall was ordained Deacon. The ser- 
vices, on each day, were attended by a 
large assembly of people, who appear- 
ed to be suitably and deeply impressed ; 
and gave reason to hope that the im- 
pression might be of lasting benefit. 

On the 18th day of the same month, 
I was present at the State Convention 
of Massachusetts, which met in Salem. 
Confirmation was administered; and 
the Reverend Calvin Wolcott, Deacon, 
was admitted to the order Presbyters. 
And on the 19th day of December fol- 
lowing, at Bristol, in Rhode Isiand, 
Carlton Chase, and Patrick H. Folker 
were orddined Deacons. 

Early in the next year I again visited 
Guilford in Vermont, being invited b 'y 
the pi popr etors of the new C hurch, and 
others, who had formed themselves in- 
to a Society : and on oe 18th ef Feb- 
ruary, 1819, ‘the house, by their unani- 
mous r “qu st, was dedicated, according 
to the Canons and usage of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. ‘Twenty-one 
persons, including some children, were 
baptized. ‘Thirty-two received Con- 
firmation apparently with a very deep 

sense of the nature and solemnity of 
the ordinance. The next day I preach- 
ed in the Congregational Meeting- 
house, about four miles from the 
Church, and near the centre of the 
town. Andon Sunday the 2tst, again 
officiated in the Church, baptized four 
adults and five children, confirmed 
eleven more, and administered the 
Lord’s Supper to forty-two, very de- 
yout communicants; of whom about 
thirty, then for the first time, received 
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that sacrament. On no occasions have 
1 ever witnessed more pleasing evi- 
dence of sincere picty and religious 
reverence; or felt more sensibly the 
presence a the goodness of God, 
who, in his great mercy, as there is 
reason to believe, was pleased to bless 
that visitation to the comfort and edifi- 
cation of his people. In August of the 
same year | made a third visit to that 
parish ; on the 20th preached and ad- 
ministered baptism in the meeting- 
house; and on the @ist preached in 
the Church,.baptized three adults and 
two children. confirmed nine persons, 
and gave the communion to about for- 
ty-five. Another society has, for con- 
venience, been organized in that town, 
and divine service is performed alter- 
nately in the meeting-house, and in the 
Church; and on every Lord’s day a 
third service is held in the latter place: 

In the spring of last year, the old 
Church in North Kingston, (R. I.) was 
put in complete repair, and a bell has 
been added. On the 6th of May it was 
dedicated to Gop’s glory and worship ; 
and on the 14th day of the same month, 
at North Providence, the Reverend 
James Bb. Howe, Deacon, was ordained 
Priest. 

About the middle of the summer of 
1819, | made a tour through Massa- 
chusetts, and visited the most of our 
Churches in that state. ‘The following 
are extracts from a journal of that tour. 


* Wednesday, the 30th of June, preached 
in Bridgewater. A decent and respectable 
congregation attended. Here is “‘ a famine 
of hearing the word of God: May the Lord, 
in his merciful goodness send them the Bread 
of Life. Here wasI metby Mr. Wolcott, a 
zealous, faithful minister of the Lord Jesus. 
May the Lord send many suc: into his vine- 
yard.—Thursday, A. M. preached in Hauo- 
ver, Confirmed, and gave the communion. 
Into this cold re gion, there is hope that the 
Sun of Righteousness is diTusing his vital rays, 
and that some are now rejoicing in the light 
of his truth. In the afternoon preached again. 
The people hear with eager attention: May 
the Lord «raft his word in their héarts. 

“* Friday, July 2d preached in Marshfield. 
The small Church was crowded, even in this 
busy season: nor could it hold tive people as- 
sembled of vations denominations pressing to 
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hear “ the things which belong to their 
peace.” Grant, O thou God of all mercy 
and grace, that those things may not*be ** hid 
from thei My eyes ;°’—miay they be led into the 
way of truth, and hold the true faith of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in unity of Spirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteousness of life, 
till finally they are united with the innumera- 
ble assembly of,just men made perfect. 

** Saturday, preached, confirmed and gave 
the communion in Quincy. The very few 
who were confirmed appeared to possess an 
awakened sense of God’s mercies, and of a 
christian’s duty. May their piety be perma- 
nent—the fruit be with holiness, and the end 
everlasting life. O blessed Lord, how inesti- 
mable are the privileges of these thy holy or- 
dinances: let none who enjoy them, receive 
thy grace in vain. Confirm and strengthen 
their faith and hope, and make them thine 
forever. 

“Sunday preached in Beston ;—in the 
morning in ‘Trinity Church ;—im the after- 
noon in St. Matthews, and in the evening in 
Chriris’ Church. Mouday pursued my jour- 
ney to Marblehead, accompanied by the Rev. 
Mr. Eaton. On our way, met in Lynn, with 
a small congregation, recently formed into an 
Episcopal Society. Their deportment was 
pleasing, and they appeared devout. , All 
things here seem to be.done de cently and in 
order. God grant that they may also ‘be 
done unto edifying.”” This is indeed a ** lit- 
tle flock :” but ‘*who hath despised the day 
of small things :” 

“ Tuesday, in Marblehead preached and 
confirmed. In the midst of judgment the 
Lord remembers mercy. This Church has 
much declined. Mr. Smith, the fifth of their 
ministers, still living, is about to leave them. 
But there is consolation in believing that 
there yet remains among this people the spir- 
it of piety and prayer and devotion to God. 
A faithful, praying people, however few their 
nun.»er or scanty their means, the Lord will 
never leave nor forsake.” 


These brief extracts from the journ- 
al may add some yariety to a narrative 
which at best must ve tedious. 

The last place visited in this jour- 
ney was Springfield, where I remained 
several dgys. ‘The efiorts made bya 
gentleman of piety and high respecta- 
bility in that piace to establish a Church 
for the more particular accommoda- 
tion of those employed in the service 
of the United States, are deserving of 
much praise: but whether there yet 
remains a hope ci ultimate success, ] 
hare no recent or certam information. 
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t an ordination held in Providence, 
September 2d, of the same year, Pat- 
rick H. Folker and George Taft, Dea- 
cons, were admitted to the order of 
Priests ; and Addison Searle, Jasper Ad- 
ams and Edward Lippitt, were ordain- 
ed Deacons. 


From Providence I proceeded to 
Boston, and on the 4th assisted in the 
interesting ceremony of laying the cor- 
ner-stone of a new Church in that town. 
The next day being Sunday, | othciated 
in Dedham; and on Monday proceeded 
on a tour which was extended through 
New Hampshire, and a part of Ver- 
mont. In the course of it, on the 15th, 
I assisted in the Instrtution of the Rev. 
James B. Howe into the parish of Un- 
ion Church in Claremont, and admin- 
istered Contirmation and the Lord's 
Supper. The next day we had divine 
service and Confirmation in the morn- 
ing at Cornish ; and in the aiternoon 
prayers, and a sermon at Windsor in 
Vermont. On the 17th in Windsor, 
assisted by my Reverend Brethren, 
Abraham Lrownson, James B Howe, 
George Leonard and Titus Sirong, | 
gave Priest's orders to the Rev'd Joel 
Clapp,and to RhodolphusDickenson the 
order of Deacon. Confirmation was 
administered, and the communion of 
course given. ‘The audience appear- 
ed deeply interested in the solemnities, 
and I have rarely known the services 
of onr Church. of ordination especially, 
effect, in a congregation, a more seri- 
ous impression. It is sufficient to ob- 
serve, that with some few exceptions, 
when others perform the duty, my 
general practice is to preach in the 
Churches visited. In this tour I visit- 
ed sixicen parishes. 


On the 17th of November | met 
with the State Convention of Massa- 
chusetts in Hanover: we had the usual 
services in the morning; and also in 
the evening. Confirmation was ad- 
ministered. The next day I preached 
in. Marshfield, when also and for the 
first time in that town, there was a Con- 
firmation. There appeared to be an 
awakened attention to religious enqui- 
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ry among thet people, and a very gen- 
eral concern for their spiritual state. 

From January to May, of the pre- 
sent year, | was visited with sickness 
and able to perform but few official du- 
ties. The people of my parish in 
Bristol, without curtailing the stipend 
illowed me, ge nerously engaged the 
Reverend Mr. 'Taft to aid in the minis- 
try; and he still continues my assist- 
ant, With difficulty and some hazard, 
on the 29th of April, | admitted to the 
order of Deacons, Isaac Boyle, Marcus 
A. Perry, and Milton Wilcox ;—and in 
May attended the General Convention. 
Confirmation was administered in Bris- 
tol on the 30th of April—the 7th of 
May, and the 25th of June of the pre- 
sent year. 

June the 30th, assisted by the Right 
Reverend Bishop Brow nell, of Connec- 
ticut, and several clergymen from va- 
rious parts, [ consecrated St. Paul’s 
Church in Boston. The erection of 
that elegant edifice, by the very liberal 
exertions of a few respect iable individ- 
uals; the chaste style of its architec- 
ture; the particulars of its dedication, 
and the on of the Reverend 

Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D. the following 
week, ape things. so generally known 
in the Diocess, that it is unnecessary 
now to repeat them. But it is highly 
fitting and very much our duty to ren- 
der united and unfeigned thanks to the 
Father of mercies for an acquisition so 
valuable to cur Churches, and to our 
clerical body. 

Besides the Institutions already no- 
ticed, the Reverend Mr. Ten Broeck 
has been indacted into the~parish in 
Portland; the Reverend Joel Clapp 
into the Church in Shelburne, Vermont; 
and the Reverend George Leonard in- 
to the Church in Cornish, New Hamp- 
shire. 

At an ordination holden in Provi- 
dence on the 4th day of August last, the 
Reverend Jasper Adams and the Rey- 
erend Lemuel Burge were ordained 
Presbyters. Also in Bristol, on the Qth 
day of the present month, the Rever- 
end Addison Searie, Deacon, was ad- 
mitted to the order of priesthood, The 
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whole number ordained presbyters, 
since you last convened, including the 
Reverend Mr. Chase this day admitted 
to that holy order, is nine. Eleven 
have been ordained deacons, three 
hundred and twenty-four persons have 
been confirmed, six only have been re- 
ceived as candidates for holy orders: 


to wit, Alfred L. Baury, Stephen H. 
Tyng, Henry C. Knight, Samuel B. 


Shaw, Joseph Muncher, and Jordan 
Gray. The total number of candi- 
dates at present on the list is eleven. 
The Reverend Benjamin B. Smith, 
Herbert Marshall, George L. Clayman, 
Rodolphus Dickenson, Patrick H. Folk- 


er, Amos Pardee, Marcus A. Perry, and 


Milton Wilcox, have removed from this 


Diocess. 

The Reverend James Nichols, hay- 
ing by his leiter, dated at Manchester 
in Vermont, July 2nd A. D. 1819, de- 
clared his resolution to renounce the 
ministry of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and in future not to exercise 
any of its functions; in consequence, 
agreeably to the provisions of the 2nd 


Canon ot the General Convention of 


1817, he the said James Nichols, on 
the 2d day of September, 1819, in the 


presence of the Reverend Mr. Crocker 


and other clergymen, was declared to 
be and is suspended from his grade 
olf the ministry in said Church. 

\ Since our last Biennial Convention, 
the District of Maine has become a 
State and now holds a respectable rank 
in the Union which forms this rising 
Empire. It became proper of course, 
and was judged expedient, that the few 
Churches in this new state should form 
a State Convention. Accordingly a 
meeting of Delegates from the two 
Churches in Maine, took place in 
Brunswick, on the 3d of May in this 
present year. They acceded to the 
Constitution of the General Conven- 
tion, and formed a Constitutiom for that 
State. Their Delegates sent to the 
last General Convention, were receiy- 
ed, and their proceedings recognized 
and approved; and agreeably to their 
request, they are annexed to this East- 
ern Diocess. Whether any and what 
ADVOCATE, vol. 1. 9 
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alteration in our Diocesan Constitu- 
tion, may in consequence be necessary, 
will claim a place in your delibera- 
tions. 

The Church in Maine,though small,is 
a just subject of gratulation and praise. 
Three years ago we had but-about 
twelve communicants in that District; 
there are now about one hundred, 
Most laudable have been their efloris 
and liberality in making provision for 
the decent performance of divine wor- 
ship, and the regular administration of 
the christian ordinances. In Gardmer 
they have erected a new and very 
handsome Church, excelling, in the 
purity of taste displayed, and periec- 
tion of the Gothic style, any edifice per- 
haps in the United States. Lf the Lord 
permit, it will soon be solemnly dedi- 
cated to his holy worship. ‘he par- 
ish in Portland are second to none in 
their pious liberality: “ for to their 
power (I bear record) yea and beyond 
their power they are willing,”—and 
generously endeavour to render the 
situation of their worthy Pastor com- 
fortable and happy. I have supposed 
it my duty to give them some little aid 
from our Easter contributions. They 
have obtained a bell for their Church. 
May the Lord remember them for 
good, and visit them with his salva- 
tion. 

The Church in New Hampshire has 
not materially changed irom the state 
reported ai your las t Convention. The 
Reverend Daniel Barber has left this 
Diocess, and also it is reported, the 
communion of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. The Reverend Mr. Howe 
has succeedéd him in the Church in 
Claremont, where his labours are 
much blessed. ‘The parish, having 
very much increased, have purchased 
a new and convenient Church, in the 

village, and they are enlarging their 
old Church: divine services are per- 
formed alternately in the two. The 


Reverend Mr. Chase has the pastoral 
charge of the Church in Drewsville. 
The Reverend Mr. Searvie has ofliciat- 
ed the greater part of the year last past 
Hopkinton and Bradford 


in Concord, 
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and occasionally in some of the neigh- 
bouring towns: three months of which 
time he was employed asa missionary. 
Had we the means of employing even 
one itinerant clergyman in that state, 
he would probably be able to form some 
new Churches, and would with the Di- 
vine blessing, be of very great use in 
the cause of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 


When shall we follow the example of 


all other Churches ?—When perform 
that work of propagating his faith which 
our Saviour requires? In every state 
should be a Missionary Society, encour- 
aged by every parish, and supported 
by every churchman. 
give one Dollar, ifsuch there be, let 
him give a cent or a mite :—let him 
shew that he loves the Lord, regards 
his word, and desires to build up his 
kingdom. 

In no part of this Diocess is the 
¢hange for the better, during the last 
two years, more apparent, than in Ver- 
mont; though even there, but little, 
we fear of what we ought to do, has 
been effected. Mr. Chase has suc- 
ceeded Mr. Chapman at Bellows Falls. 
The Charch in Shelburne, under the 
eare of Mr. Clapp has very much 
increased. New eager might easi- 
ly be formed, had we missionaries to 
teed them with the bread of life, and 
rear them up to strength and maturity. 
Some promising young men, in that 
state, are now prosecuting their stud- 
ies, with a view to the sacred ministry. 
In Manchester a new Church is now 
in building; and another in Windsor. 
In February next, itis expected that the 
very important law question, respect- 
ing their Church lands will be decided 

In Massachusetts we have to lame nt 
the decline of the Church Marble- 
head; as also some unhappy dissen- 
sions which have interrupted the peace, 
and clouded the prosperity of the par- 
ish in Great Barrington. In August I 
visited that and the other Churthes in 
ihe western part of the state; and the 
hope is cherished that, through the 
Lord’s goodness, union and peace may 
gain be restored. Such, | am happy 
has been the result in 


vy to state, 
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Lanesborough :—the Reverend Aaron 
Humphrey trom Connecticut, has suc- 
ceeded the Reverend Mr. Pardee ‘in 
the pastoral charge of that Church, 
which is united and prosperous. 

A new society has been formed in 
Ashfield, which loudly cails tor our fos- 
tering care. It is painful to reilect on 
our inability to give this and many oth- 
ernew and small parishes that atten- 
tion and aid which they chiefly need. 
In ‘Taunton some measures have been 
taken, and it is hoped will be pursucd 
for resuscitating the ruins of that once 
little Church. St. Paul’s Church in 
Boston, is gradually filling with a very 
respectable congregation. 

The Reverend Mr. C! lapman was 
absent four months, employed as a mis- 
sionary chiefly in Lenox. As there 
appeared an urgent call for Mr. Wel- 
cott’s labours, and a prospect of much 
usefulness in Marshtield, it was judged 
expedient that he should discontinue bis 
services in Quincy, and that something 
should be allowed him fora year or two, 
as missionary in Marshtie id: And the 
prospects thus far seem to justify this 
arrangement. ‘That the Church m 
Quincy might not in consequence suf- 
fer, the Reverend Mr. Lippett was em- 
ployed as a missionary there tor six 
months: And provision has since been 
made forthe continuance of public wor- 
ship in that parish till the present time. 

The Church in Rhode Island contin- 
ues to enjoy the smiles of its, Divine 
Head. ‘The number ef communicants 
has very considerably increased : nor 
is there reason to believe that piety or 
zeal is inany degree diminished. ‘The 
sacerdvtal connection between the 
Reverend Mr. Biake, and the Church 
in Nofth Providence, :s, by mutual con- 
sent, dissolved. ‘The Reverend Lem- 
uel Burge is settle . in the parish of St. 
Paul’s Church in North Ki: ngston, and 
South Kingston. 

It w ould seem that the-soil of the 
Eastern Diccess is peculiarly unfaveur- 
able to missionary societies. ‘The one 
in this state, | am sorry to say, has not 
received that yeneral patronage of opr 
few Churches which was anticipated. 
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The greater part of what has been con- 
tributed, is I believe from one parish, 
and that not the largest. A missionary 
society was, some years since formed, 
and incorporated, in Massachusetts, 
and some measures have more recent- 
ly been taken, by the Convention and 
Standing Committee of that State to 
collect funds: but their efforts have 
not, to my knowledge, been attended 
with any considerable success. 

The sums collected at our Easter 
Contributions | have endeavoured, with 
the advice of our Standing Committee, 
to apply to the purposes inte ended, with 
tie utmost frugality, and according to 
the best of my judgment. This fund 
is annually diminishing.” The collec- 
tions of the present year are froma 
few Churches only, and amount to_a- 
bout Two Hundred and Foriy Dollars. 
The ereater pari of our Churches have 
no such contributions. Whether you will 
judge it expedient and ju st, still to call 
on those few, seeing it is not made, as 
our convention recommended,.a general 
thing, may be worthy of consi: der “ation. 
The apolog’ y, which is usually made, 
for not asking the people to contribute 
is, that the parishes are poor, and their 
burthens already heavy; facts which 
we well know, and sensibly feel. But 
this excuse, as I conceive, is founded 
62 a misapprehension of what is requir- 
ed. [tis not enjoined upon any parish 
or individual to contribute any thing but 
what can be given with convenience, 
and with * a willing mind ?”—lt is re- 
quired only that our people may all 
have a suitable opportunity to give. In 
the poorest parish there may be a few 
persons who are able and willing and 
desirous to contribute something to this 
most important and charitabig, object. 

We know well that among Christians 
ofother denominations, handsome col- 
lections are made in parishes much 
poorer than some of ours who contri- 
bute nothing: and we know too that 
many of our people contribute to the 
propagation of theGospel by other sects, 
who would more gladly give, if, with 
even less importunity, they were called 
on by the clergy of our own communion. 
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Should it by any be said that the sum 
like -to be collected will be so small 
they are ashamed to present it, let 
such reflect on the impiety of thus 
dishonouring our Divine Master, and 
neglecting his work, through fear of 
bringing discredit upon ourselves! Is it 
thus. we take his cross, and bear his re- 
proach ? Permit me, my Clerical 
Brethren, to ask, whether we are not 
the chief delinquents in this thing ?— 
We who ought to lead in every mea- 
sure which will spread the faith of the 
blessed Saviour, and build up his king- 
dom. Are not the people more ready 
to give for this noble purpose than we 
to ask? Are we duly mindful of our 
Lord’s command, doing all in our pow- 
er to preach his Gospel to every crea- 
ture ? 

It was resolved by the last General 
Convention to estabiish an Institution, 
to be designated, “The Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society in the 
United States, for Foreign and Domes- 
tic Missions.” This Institution in my 
judgment, is much to the honor of the 
General Convention; and ought, by 
every Diocess and every friend of our 
Church to be encouraged. It is 
thought indeed by some to be inexpe- 
dient, and by others wrong, to send 
Missionaries abroad, while they are so 
much wanted at home. As well per- 
haps may we doubt whether it is justifi- 
able to “ use hospitality” and “entertain 
strangers, ” while there are more poor 
than we can feed in our own parish. 
If all Christians were to adhere to this 
principle, and would send the Gospel to 
none but their fellow citizens, how 
could it be sent to heathen nations, or 
the world be converted to the Christian 
faith ? It is a principle which Church- 
men in New England should be the last 
to adopt. Where would have been 
our Churches had not Missionaries, sup- 
ported by the hand of pious liberality, 
crossed the Atlantic, “ to propagate 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts?” Besides 
experience, if I mistake not, has prov- 
ed, what we might reasonably expect 
it would prove, that (among other de- 
nominations) the establishment of for- 
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eign missions has the effect to increase, 
rather than diminish, the contributions 
for domestic purposes. What is more 
likely to interest a sincere christian, 
and excite in his breast a pious zeal, 
than to hear that heathen nations, by 
his liberality, are enlightened by the 
doctrines, 
Jesus? 

In the last General Convention it 
was also resolved, ** That the Theolog- 
icai Seminary, instituted at New York, 
under the authority of the last Gene- 
ral Convention of the United States’ 
(meaning that of 1817) be transferred 
to, and located within the city of Ne Ww 
Llaven, in the Diocess of Connecticut.’ 
It was also resolved, “That the Bish- 
ops of the several Diocesses within the 
United States, and where there is no 
Bishop, the Standing Committee of the 
Diocess, be, and they are hereby earn- 
estly and respectiully requested, to 
adopt such measures as they may 
deem most advisable to collect funds in 
aid ef the Theological Seminary, and 
to cause the same, when collected, to 
be transmitted to the treasurer of the 
Board of Trustees, ””. ‘The expedien- 
cy, and even necessity of establishing 
such a school, that our Church may 
attain and support iis just rank and 
standing among the various cenomina- 
tions of christians, is so obvious, and 
so generally acknowledged, that I need 
not detain you with any remarks on this 
point. Equally obvious and well known 
are the many and great advantages to 
be expected from its present location. 
in no other place probably in the Unit- 
ed States, can be found so united, and 
in such degree, the very essential re- 
quisites of salubrity of climate, cheap- 
ness of living, correctness of faith and 
morals, facility of communication, liter- 
ary society and access io libraries, as 
in New Haven. ‘To which nay be 
added the no Jess important considera- 
tions,. that from the New England 


States, is a very large proportion of 


our candidates for the ministry ;—that 
but few. of them are in circumstances 
to atlord a residence in New York; and 
that our brethren of the Southern 


*. 
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States, are accustomed of choice, to 
send their sons to these Eastern’ States 
for education. We ought then, as we 
respect the authority of our highest ec- 
‘clesiastical assembly, and as we regard 
the prosperity of our Church, and the 
best interests of the Redeemer’s King- 
dom, to give all reasonable counte- 
nance and support to this infant, and 
we rejoice to add, rising institution. 

In the last Pastoral Letter from the 
House of Bishops they give it as their 
opinion, * that it is the duty of the cler- 
gy, in their respective cures, to endeavy- 
our, by arguinent and persuasion, to 
accomplish a strict coniormity to the 
Rubric” respecting baptism:— that this 
sacrament should never be administer- 
ed in private, except in such cases of 
necessity, as the rules of our Church 
and the true interest of religion will 
admit.”’So far as my knowledge extends, 
there is but little departure from the 
Rubrics in this or any other thing. Let 
us endeavour that there shall be none ; 
and especially in this which is one of 
the most essential. 

In the same Pastoral Address, it is en- 
joined upon ali the members of our 
Clrurch that due regard be given to its 
Lvange ‘lical doctrine :—to those essen- 
tial prince iple s, which are peculiar to 
the Gosp el, which are the foundation 
of the christian system, and so very 
prominent and explicitly set forth 
our Articles and Liturgy. Particular 
mention is made of the fall of man from 
original righteousness, and the conse- 
quential depravity of his nature ;—-of 
“the utter mability of man, by any act 
or endeavour of his own, to .recover 
from the privations of the apostacy:” 
and that most essential truth, resulting 
from the preceeding, that * we are ac- 
counted vighieous before Gop, only for 
the merits of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ, by faith, and not by our own 
works or deservings.” ‘These doc- 
trines, we doubt not, are, generally 
speaking, faithfully taught, and cordial- 
ly received throughout this Diocess. 
But they cannot, by ministers or people, 
be too much regarded ; and | gladly 
take this occasion to reiterate the ex- 
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hortation, that while we are careful to 
teach and to maintain good works, we 
be equally careful to build on the on 
and only true foundation of that iait! 
which was “once delivered to the 
Saints.’ It is by this Divine faith, 
which flesh and blood cannot reveal, 
nor man of himself receive, that Gop 

urifies the heart, and brings forth in 
his people the fruit of good living. 

Sunday schools have been introduced 
into many, and | believe into the great- 
er part of our parishes, and their suc- 
cess has more than equailed our most 
sanguine expectations. It is nei neces- 
sary that I should now dweil on the 
salutary eflects of this mode of instruc- 
tion. It will suffice to observe that 
what is chiefly essential, to avail our- 
selves of its full benefits, is the pious 
zeal, and generous dispositioa of our 
people to bestow ther services in what 
we may truly denominate, this * labour 
of love.” What is most to be feared is 
that they may at length be “ weary in 
well doing.” Letit not be so: let the 
young especially be encouraged te en- 
gage and continue in this charitable 
work, than which none can be more 
useful to individuals, to a and to 

socie ly. 

It will not I trust be unsuitable to the 
occasion briefly to notice, that there has 
been comimenced in this Diocess, and 
is now publishing in Newburyport, a 
Magazine or religious miscellany, 
called * The Charchman’s Repository, 
for the Eastern Diocess.”* That such 
a work, well executed, duly supported 
and diffused among our Churches would 
be of very great utility, will not, | pre- 
sume, by any one be doubted. ‘lhe 
number of similar publications by chris- 
tians of other states and other names, 
and their undoubted usefulness and suc- 
cess, both require and encourage us to 
make attempts of the like nature.. The 
present state of religion, and the situa- 
tion of our Churches remote from each 
other, with little communication, ren- 
der such a work, adapted to the spirit- 

ual wants of our people, almost nec- 
essary to their * union of spirit, the bond 
of peace, and righteousness of life.”— 


wa lingey 
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Permit me then te recommend that this 
work be taken by our people, through- 
out the Diocess; and that all who are 
able and willing in this way to do good, 
will contribute to enrich its pages by 
judicious and valuable communications. 
Permit me however to add, that, in my 
decided opinion, a work of this kind, 
do much good, and obiain the patron- 
age of the pious, must have for its chief 
object the glory of Gon in the salvation 
of men :—to show the sinner the sure 
fuundation of hope in Christ, and w hal 
he must do to be saved. A knowledge 
of Gon, of their Saviour, and of them- 
selves is what ajl men most need ; and 
serious people will prefer, and they 
ought to prefer, those religious publi- 
cations which will make them wise un- 
to salvation :-—which tend most direct- 
ly and most pow erfully to preduce in 
their heart and life that faith and that 
holiness. without which they cannot be 
justified, nor “see the Lord.” Let us 
also be careful to manifest a 
candour, charity and christian love.— 
The best evidence that we are indeed 
christians, is our loving those who love 
the Lord Jesus. We had never surely 
more occasion for the exercise oi tor- 
bearance. ‘Though we are reviled, let 
us revile not again; but, as much 
lieth in us, live peaceably with all 
men. 

Finally, | take this opportunity of 
once more requesting that the several 
State Conventions, and all whose duty 
it is, or who are willing to perform the 
duty, will, in the time to come, care- 
fully transmit to me the parochial 
ports, and whatever else may be nec- 
essary or useful, in giving a full and 
more particular view of all our Chureh- 
My earnest desire is, and indeed 
my full intention, should Gop in his for- 
bearing mercy still prolong my life and 
give the means, to make a more par- 
ticular and accurate statement, than 
has yet been made, of the annual pros- 
perity or decline of our Churches. 

That He, who alone is able will give 
us success; that the business of this 
Convention may be conducted with 
harmony and wisdom; and our hearis 
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and lives be devoted to the building up 
of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, is my 
humble pri ver. 

Avexanper V. Griswo-p. 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 
ATTENDANCE ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Tue duty of assembling ourselves 
together to worship Almighty Gop is so 
reasonable, so beneficial, and at the 
same time so easily proyed to be a du- 
ty, that none pretend to reason against 
it, and few have the boldness openly 
The most inconstant 
worshippers never think of denying 
its general obligation; but only put in 


special exceptions in extenuation of 


their own inconstancy. ‘They are 
sensible, that the denial would involve 
a denial of the express word of Gop 
and the no less express words of his in- 
spired prophets and apostles; and that 
it would imply a disallowance of rea- 
sonable weight to the example not on- 
ly of our Saviour, but ofall the ancient 
saints. It isnot my design to attempt 
to prove the existence of this point of 
duty from the scriptures ; but rather 
to view it in reference to the moral 
and religious habits of men. 

it is a truth, to which observation 
abundantly testifies, that men do not 
long preserve a sense of religion, after 
they have become insensible to the im- 
portance of publick worship and have 
forsaken it. 
with addition, so far from maintaining 
a sense of religion, they do not long 
maintain either a sense or a practice of 
the common duties of morality. They 
become indifferent to the distinctions 
of virtue and vice, of religion and irre- 
ligion; and they bring themselves to 
do an immbral or impious action with a 
composure, which shocks ali decency 
and principle. You will rarely find a 


profane swearer to be an observer of 


the Lord’s day or-a frequenter of pub- 
lic worship. Let him come to the 
house of Gop and he will hear such 
scriptures read as will condemn his 
conduct, and he will hear such dis- 
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[ san. 
courses pronounced as inculcate y 
different feelings and principles from 
those which predominate with him. 
He will hear too, that he must not treat 
his Maker with irreverence, nor take 
his holy name in vain, “for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain.”—Reader, I appeal 
to your observation again,—did you 
ever see the thief among the worship- 
pers of Gon? It is indeed said, “ the 
sons of Gop came to present them- 
selves before the Lord and Satan came 
also among them.” Weil, then, sup- 
pose we admit, that curiosity or desire 
of prey sometimes brings the afore- 
mentioned character into the house of 
Gon, still it is certain, that a man does 
not become a thief till he has forsaken 
the principles, whick uphold divine 
worship, and lost all sense of sacred 
duty. It never happens that a man 
breaks out all at once from sound mo- 
rality and religious living and becomes 
a thief. He grows thievish and dis- 
honest by degrees, according as the 
conviction of moral duty and obligation 
wears away from his mind; and _ this 
gradual erasure of conviction keeps 
pace with the gradual abandonment of 
public services in the Church, and 
with the gradual neglect of and distaste 
for the scriptures. {n this connection 
consider how impiety and morality 
grow upon the man. Here.is one, by 
supposition an upright, a moral and, 
if you please, a religious man ; he 
comes to the Lord’s s day fatigued and 
wearied with the labours of the week 
preceeding. He therefore concludes 
it will be better for him to stay at home 
and read his Bible, than to go to Church 
and be a drowsy, inattentive worship- 
per. He stays at home and reads his 
Bible, or other religious books, accord- 
ing to his resolution. ‘Thus he spends 
that day ; holy time again comes round 
and he again is wearied with the en- 
terprizes of the week, and once more 
he concludes to read his Bible ;_ but 
before he sits down to the serious em-. 
ployment, he bethinks him of a trifling 
matter of work, which he had left un- 
finished the day before,—or perhaps 
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his domestick affairs are out of order 


through his absence in the labours of 
the field. He concludes to finish that, 
or adjust these, as it is but a little and 
can do no harm, in order that he may 
address himself to his book with a mind 
at ease. At length he becomes fa- 
tigued with the seriousness of sacred 
reading, which does not interest him 
quite as much as it once did, and con- 
cludes he may now, in consideration of 
what he has done, innocently lay his 
hand on some gayer and more amusing 
book. He takes it up, gets deeply en- 
gaged in it and s6on forgets the name 
of the day that he is spending. 

He lays it aside at evening, and be- 
ing too much occupied about secular 
affairs during the week to finish it, he 
determines to stay at home for that 
purpose the Sunday following. Look 
at him now and see how rapidly his re- 
ligious sense is waning, He is indif- 
ferent to public worship; he is indif- 
ferent to the sacredness of the Lord’s 
day, and is soon lost to moral distinc- 
tions. , Follow him and you will pre- 
sently be a witnessof his first awkward 
attempts at profane language. He 
soon however, acquires an easy and 
dextrous use of it. He arrives at last 
at a complete dereliction of princi- 
ple, and but for the terrours of publick 
law, is prepared for fraud, falsehood 
and thievery. 

Thus you see how these things grow 
upon.a man, and how necessary it is to 
waich the expanding buds of irreligious 
propensity, and to cut them away be- 
fore they blossom and bear fruit— 
When any men bring themselves to 
tamper with sacred duties and sacred 
things, they easily bring themselves to 
abandon them altogether. 

Say, reader, as far as your know- 
ledge,extends, how is the Lord's day 
spent by those, who habitually absent 
themselves from the publick worship 
of Almighty God? Is it spent in reading 
‘“*Gon’s most holy word,” or. other se- 
rious and improving book, and in med- 
itating on divine truth? Is it even spent 
in deeds of charity, kindness and beneti- 
cence? Not finding them at the house 
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of God, shall we go to the house of af- 
fliction and sorrow and find them there, 
administering balm to wounded mortal- 
ity, wiping away the tear from mise- 
ry’s cheek, and giving consolation to 
the sick and unfortunate? Or are they 
languishing in sickness or attending the 
sick-beds of suffering friends? | Ah, 
reader, I fancy | hear you respond in 
the negative to these queries, saying 
it is not thus with many.—Pray, then, 
be explicit and tell us how they do em- 
ploy the day ?—Chiefly in what may 
be called absolute idleness, as far as 
regards religious duties or works of 
necessity andmercy. ‘They may prob- 
ably be found sleeping on their couch- 
es, reading some trifling and pernicious 
book, rambling in the fields or from 
house to house, or else sitting leisurely 
at home and passing away the time 
with idle, vicious companions. Some 
may be seen riding for pleasure, or 
perchance for business; others look- 
ing after their flocks andherds. Some, 

perhaps, as you go to the house of Gon, 
catch your attention at the corners ot 
the streeis and impede your way thith- 
er, or in places of publick secular re- 
sort.. * These things ought not so to 
be ;” so did not men of old; they 
* went to the house of Gop with the 
voice of joy and praise ; witha mul- 
titude that kept holy day.” 

It would be an unjustifiable rigour 
not to allow, that there may sometimes 
be reasonable and sufficient causes, 
why people should absent themselves 
from publick worship. Sickness is cer- 
tainly a sufficient cause. But it can 
hardly be supposed, that if a man is 
able to go about | 5 ordinary business 
on Saturday and Monday, he is not able 
to go out on the intermediate day. His 
disorder must be of a most extraordi- 
nary nature to be thus intermittent— 
Does it not sometimes happen, that a 
man pursues his secular vocation dur- 
ing the week, and when Sunday comes, 
takes his couch and calls in his physi- 
cian, that he may be fitted tor the toils 
of the succeeding week? This certain- 
ly iswrong. Industry is indeed a duty ; 
but itis by no means our duty to be so 
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over-industrious as to incapacitate us 
for the worship of Him, who is the re- 
warder of industry,—nor is itin any re- 
spect necessary. Six days of steady 
moderate labour in seven are enough 
with economy and discretion to furnish 
subsistence for any family. Calculat- 
ors tell us, that the labour of two men, 
juditiously directed, will ordinarily fur- 
nish subsistence for sixteen. Now if 
avarice or any such principle excites us 
to misuse the Lord’s Day, or to labour 
with such intenseness as unfits us for the 
solemn oflices of thé sanctuary, it is a 
most grievous sin and we shall be oblig- 
ed to answer for it before Gop.—Beside 
sickness, there may be other sufficient 

causes of absence ; these may be term- 
ed incidental causes. T hey cannot m4 
ways be foreseeny nor can we judg 
with infallible accurac y of the weight 
of them, whether in the sight of Gop 
they constitute a suflic ient excuse.— 
Here the conscience and the judgment 
must be left to decide. But we must 
take strict care lest the decision come 
from our propensity to ease, indulgence 
or gain, rather than from an upright 
conscience.—Extraordinary inclemen- 
cy of weather may be a sufficient rea- 
son with some; but surely we ought 
not to absent ourselves merely because 
the sky is cloudy and unpleasant, and 
because the air does not exactly agree 
with the state of our nerves. Divine 
Providence has furnished us with ma- 
terials to clothe ourselves for every 
season. 

In some places, like the one where 

I am writing, the only door for publick 
worship is opened by the Church. Of 
course people must assemble there or 
nowhere. Now it may be, there are 
some, who would object, that they do 
not like the forms and usages of the 
Church. But have they with due stu- 
dy and freedom from prejudice weighed 
those things?—Very doubtful. It is 
weak and childish tosay they were not 
educated in this way. They wonder 
why we are so much attached to the 
peculiarities of the Church,—we an- 
swer them, “come and see.” We ii- 


vite them to assemble and worship with 
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us, for we think that the Lord is wor- 
shipped here “ in the beauty of holi- 
ness.” It cannot possibly co them 
harm,—it may do them much good. If 
they cannot approve of arr, that they 
see and hear, they certainly will hear 
some things, that they must approve, 
and many things which, it were well 
it they practiced, and not the least of 
these, that * they forsake not the as- 
sembling gf themselves together.” 


VERMONT. CARDAN. 
<a - 
SERMON, 
* IP hat is that io thee: Follow theu me.” 


John xxi. 22. 


Tins was the answer of our blessed 
Saviour to Simon Peter’s enquiry con- 
cerning the beloved disciple John.— 
Christ had just examined Peter with 
respect to his leve, and had addressed 
him in the same words three several 
times, giving him with every answer a 
charge concerning his flock. This 
was done no doubt, as a reproof for his 
former faithlessness ; and although ac- 
companied with great mildness and 
gentleness, such as always distinguish- 
ed the benevolent Jesus, even in his 
dealings with those who had offended 
him, could not but make the deepest 
impression on the heart of Peter. - He 
was grieved when he was asked the 
third time by his Master, Lovest thou 
me? It reminded him of his threefold 
denial, and pessibly gave him reason 
to imagine that Christ would even then 
doubt the sincerity of his professions. 
He might perhaps, have teared that 
the affections of Christ were entireiy 
withdrawn from him, and that he was 
about to remove him from the number 
of the aposiles on account of his weak- 
ness and falsehood. The charge how- 
ever which was given him over the 
sheep and the lambs of his Master’s 
flock must have suppressed his doubts 
and scattered all his fears. This would 
shew him that, notwithstanding his 
former fault which was so gently and 
protitably brought to his re membrance, 
his Saviour had still a confidence in his 
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fidelity, and doubted not of his attach- 
ment. And in the midst of his grief, 
rendered more severe from the con- 
sideration of his Lord’s kindness, he no 
doubt: received much pleasure from 
the confirmation of his commission. 
He could answer truly that he loved 
his Redeemer more than all the world 
—and although his fali had taught him 
to be hamble, he still felt that neither 
bonds, imprisonment nor death would 
ever be able to weaken his affections 
or to diminish his attachments. Ac- 
cordingly when Christ declared to him 
his future fate signifying what manner 
of death he should die, he discovered 
no alarm or discontent—but immediate- 
ly turned his attention to the other dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved. Having learn- 
ed what events were to take place with 
respect to himself, he was anxieus to 
know what should become of his fellow 
disciple John, who had been indulged 
with so large a share of his Master’s af- 
fections. He accordingly said unto Je- 
sus, Lonp and what shall this man do ? 
The answer he received was, If I will 
that he tarry till l come what is that to 
thee? Follow thoume. As if he had 
said, | have pointed out your duty and 
your end. T his should be sufticient to 
satisfy your own mind. With respect 
to John there can be no fear that he 
will ever lose my protection; but 
whatever may be my determination, 
whether he shall die by martyrdom or 
by age, or whether he shall live till I 
come again and take him to myself, in 


either case it can be no concern of 


thine. Leave him in the hands of his 
Gon, and follow thou me. 

This answer of Christ my brethren, 
is fraught with the richest instruction 
to mankind. It teaches them that their 
great.business lies with their own 
hearts and in the regulation of their own 
practice. It shews them that secret 
things belong unto the Lorp their Gon, 
and that what he has not been pleased to 
reveal, as it cannot be an object of their 
faith, so it claims none of their enqui- 
ries. It forbids their toa anxious de- 
sire to know the character and destiny 
of their neighbors; and directs them 
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at once to that which is plainiand easy 
to be understood, and which is most 
profitable to their own souls. Christ 
did not choose to make known his de- 
termination concerning John. It was 
therefore a vain curiosity which 
prompted Peter to ask, the gratifica- 
tion of which could have brought him 
no advantage. Even if the Saviour 
had been disposed to acquaint the dis- 
ciples with every event which was to 
have taken piace in the life of the fa- 
vored disciple, still it would have been 
of no service to them. Their duty 
was to follow Christ; and whatever 
might have been the character, the 
conduct and the disposal of one of their 
companions, thev could not hope to re+ 
ceive any benefit therefrom, as they 
were each one to act and to be judged 
for himself. In this view of the sub- 
ject, we may consider the words of our 
text as furnishing us with instruction 
relative to mysteries and to characters 
and events in whch we are not imme- 
diately concerned. 

I, ‘The scriptures have given rise to 
many fanciful opinions upon subjects 
which are not clearly revealed, and 
which are not necessary to our faith or 
our practice. Many things of minor 
importance to us as dependent and ac- 
countable beings whose great duty is 
to believe in Christ, to fear Gop and to 
keep his commandments, are left in a 
degree of obscurity which human un- 
derstanding cannot penetrate. ‘This 
is the case in the works, as well as in 
the word of Gop. ‘Throughout the 
vast extent of nature there is not a 
scene or an object which does not pre- 
sent something mysterious in its form 
and its operations far above the com- 
prehension of mortals. Still, enough 
can be known and understood for all 
the purposes of life and enjoyment, and 
perhaps in common aflairs, no greater 
benefit would accrue to man even if 
the whole empire of matter, the con- 
stitutions, texture, manner of existence 
and design of its several parts lay open 
to his knowledge. ‘The husbandman 

can prepare the soil, commit his seed 
to the earth, cultivate the fruits of the 
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ground, and at length receive the re- 
ward of his toils in a generous harvest, 
although he understands not how a sin- 
gle plant springs from the dust and 
blooms and flourishes beneath his care. 
He is acquainted with the general 
course of Providence, and he may view 
the agency of Gop in all the works of 
his hand. This therefore destroys the 
necessity of his searching into the mys- 
teries of nature; and trusting in the 
overruling care of of his Maker, he is 
contented to behold_the fruitfulness of 
his fields without considering the exact 
and secret methods by which it is ef- 
fected. So the Christian has a path 
marked out for his pursuit, with the as- 
surance that it terminates in happiness, 
and with directions for his progress 
which he cannot fail of understanding. 
There are many things connected with 
his journey that are beyond his com- 
prehension ; but it is not necessary to 
his ease or his comfort that they should 
be explained in the present staté, and 
they certainly need not discourage his 
advances towards that land of perfec- 
tion, where the ways of Gop and the 


‘ dispensations of Providence shall all 


be unfolded. In the christian system 
there are many mysteries which have 
been a cause of stumbling to some and 
a rock of offence to-others. There 
are difliculties which human wisdom 
cannot remove, and which have been 
causes of perplexity and doubt to thou- 
sands. Some have been even so bold 
as to deny their Saviour and reject the 
revelation of Gop on account of sub- 
jeets which they could not understand, 

and events which were irrec oncileable 
with human reason. But vain will be 
their excuse and fearful their punish- 
ment in the day of the Lord. The 
mysteries which occasion their infidel- 
ity bespeak the divine origin of the 
scriptures, and he who denies that 
they are from Gop because they con- 
tain what he cannot comprehend, may 
as well declare that the universe is not 
the work of the Almighty, because his 
own mind is too feeble and contracted 
to grasp the infinitude of its Maker.— 
Tn nature the same difliculties are found 


ject of our enquiries. 
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that appear in revelation, and if on ac- 
count of these, the one could not pro- 
ceed from Gop, so neither can he be the 
author of the other. The sentiment 
would lead us at once to the rejection 
of an universal Providence, and even 
of a Supreme Being, and we should be 
left to all the uncertainties of chance, 
and the blind rage of warring elements. 
But what have the mysteries of scrip- 
ture, which are not reveaied more 
than the mysteries of nature to do with 
our faith or practice ? Gop in his wis- 
dom has revealed suflicient for our 
eternal happiness, and what he has left 
without the bounds of our reason. we 
may be certain is not immediately es- 
sential to our felicity. There are 
some things it is true declared, the na- 
ture and manner of which we cannet 
comprehend but which we are never- 
theless bound to believe. But these, 
properly speaking are no longer mys- 
teries, although the ideas of them may 
lead to what we cannot understand.— 
Thus the doctrine of the Trinity, 
which we believe to be explicitly de- 
clared, and therefore consider our- 
selves bound to embrace, is no longer 
a mystery, although there may be a 
mystery included in the subject of it. 
That there isa trinity of persons in the 
Godhead may be no mystery, although 
we are unable to perceive in what 
manner they exist. ‘The first we are 
to receive as one of the truths made 
known to us in revelation—the latter 
is beyond the reach of our capacity, 
and cannot therefore be a proper sub- 
[t is no mystery 
that Jesus Christ possesses two entire 
and perfect natures, the one human 
and the other divine, because the fact 
has been revealed, but the manner in 
which these were united in the same 
person is not revealed and theréfore 
cannot be understood by us. Thus 
we see that the mystery consists not in 
the being of the subject, but in the 
manner of its existence. So that what 
we believe is not in reality mysteri- 
us, but it is the nature, form or mode 
of operation in that which constitutes 
the subject of our faith. In this sense 
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we may be justified in believing that 
oniy which we can understand—and as 
our understanding rests upon the posi- 
tion alone, if the evidence be sufficient, 
we are to receive that which is declar- 
ed to us as true. ‘The mysteries in 
which we are not qgoncerned are the 
secret and inexplicable counsels of 
heaven, the references of dark and al- 
legorical prophecies, the particular 
piaces of departed spirits and the rea- 
sons which led to extraordinary events. 
And vet these have occupied the time 
and the attentton of great and celebrat- 
ed divyines. But how various are their 
ideas, and how contrary their exposi- 
tions! And in what is the world bene- 
fitted by their speculations? Have they 
thereby learnt us to love our Saviour 
more—or to serve lim beiter? Dothe 
reasonings upon the subjects which | 
have mentioned make us more active 
and zealous in our christian warfare ? 
Or give us clearer views of the nature, 
attributes and promises of Gon? Do they 
not in general, rather tend to confuse 
our minds with respect to iwany things 
of the first importance and which would 
otherwise remain clear and undisput- 
ed? Why then should we concern onr- 
selves in wasting our time and bewild- 
ering our understanding, in lingering 
examine the weeds which spring up in 
the outer courts, when we are permit- 
ted to enter the temple and behold th- 


beauty of the Lord? Speculations ay -« Cheist. 


mysteries will never make men wiS€T 
nor better. They are altogether un- 
becoming the humble disciple of JeS8us, 
whose way is marked out before him, 
and whose only business is to follow 
where it leads. We are not my breth- 
rencuriously to enquire into those things 
which Gop has not revealed. Our du- 
ty is to follow Christ. The first is 
nothing to us at present; the latter ev- 
ery thing. Of the one we can never 
be certain—the other is accompanied 
with nothing to perplex or disturb. In 
all controversies and enquiries there- 
fore connected with religious subjects 
which do not relate to our manifest and 
open duty, let us fancy ourselves ad- 
dressed by the Son of Gop im his lan- 
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guage to enquiring Peter. What is 
that to thee—Follow thou me. There ° 
is enough revealed in Scrpture to 
make us wiser, better and happier ; 
and if we will follow Christ as we are 
directed by adopting his spirit and im- 
itating his example, we need not con- 
cern ourselves for the mysteries which 
we shall never be able to fathom. The 
duty of the disciple is plain and easy, 
and comprehended in these two words 
only, Follow me. And whoever does this 
faithfully and sincerely, guided by love 
and encouraged by hope, will not fail 
at last of an admittance into the king- 
dom of glory, notwithstanding his ina- 
bitity to understand the secret things 
which belong unto the Lorp his Gop, 
or his indifference in the examination 
of them. 

I}. The enswer of Christ to Peter 
icaches us my brethren not only that 
we have nothing to do with the myste- 
ries which Gov has not seen fit to re- 
veal, but,also that many things which 
relate to our fellow creatures are not 
the proper svbjects ef our enquiry or 
concern. There are multitudes in the 
world whoceem ito live only for the 
purpose of interesting themselves in 
the characters and aifairs of their 
neighbors; am’ not unirequently is it 
their practice to imitaie what they see 
and to believe what they hear howev- 
er at variance with the gospel of Jesus 
‘The characters of our neigh- 
bors are nothiug to vs in relation to our 
own conduct—no farfler than they 
agree with the pottern of our great 
Master. We are not interested in 
studying end endeavouring to imitate 
them—while we have a more perfect 
rule by which alone it is our duty to 
walk. ifthose around us are wicked 
and depraved, running into all manner 
of excesses—and bringing destruction 
upon their souls—we may indeed ad- 
vise and warn them—but at the same 
time their conduct is to have no influ- 
ence ypon our own. We need not 
disobey ihe commands of Gop, becaue 
othersdo. 'Their example will be no 
justification of our evil practice. We 
are each one to stand or fall by him- 




































oa 




















24 Sermon, on Johw xxi. 22. 


sel{—and we shall finally be judged by 
our own actions and not by those of 
another. It is not uncommon that we 
hear abandoned people justifying them- 
selves in their vices from the habits of 
some professed christians, which are 
notagreeable to the gospel they ac- 
knowledge. If for instance, one who 
assembles in the congregation with ap- 
parent devotion and piety—who kneels 
at the altar of his Saviouwr—and is zeal- 
ous in vindicating all the externals of 
his religion, should nevertheless be ac- 
customed to profanity, intemperance 
or impurity—his character and conduct 
are immediately made an excuse for the 
vices of hundreds who have witness- 
ed his hypocrisy. But what is that to 
them ? Their duty is to follow Christ; 
and although one who is ready to be- 
tray him should be found in the number 
of his disciples, that can be no reason 
why another should provoke his wrath 
—and hazard the wellare of his own 
soul., There are undoubtedly thous- 
ands of unworthy professors who bring 
reproach upon the christian name, and 
countenance the impenitent in their 
sins. But the damnation which they 
are bringing upon their own heads, 
will not render those less secure who 
take occasion from their wickedness to 
go on in the course of folly and of sin. 
It is nothing to the hardened transgres- 
sor in what manner the professed 
christian pursues his course. It is noth- 
ing to him whether he be hypocritical 
or sincere. His own character,is that 
with which he is concerned. An ex- 
amination of his own heart and conduct 
is that to which he is called. It be- 
comes him to enquire, not how the 
professor walks but what is his own 
situation. Is he himself following the 
Saviour? And if not, how can he ex- 
pect to escape the judgments of Gop! 
The thunders of divine wrath will be 
no less terrifying to his soul, although 
they should fall ypon the head of the 
false professor as wellas his own. The 
fires of. hell will lose none of their 
force, although with their fury, they 
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should enclose thousands of hypocrites. 
The observations which are too gen- 
erally made upon the conduct of un- 
worthy professors are often intended 
as a reproach upon the religion of Je- 
sus and an insult cast upon his name 
and cause. It becomes those who are 
not only ready to Satisfy their own con- 
sciences on account of the sinfuiness of 
others but are not contented until with 
individual character they have also 
abused that blessed One who still ex- 
tends to them the offers of pardon and 
mercy; it becomes them seriously to 
reflect upon the real condition in 
which they are placed, and to consider 
what are their hopes with respect to 
eternity. The day is far spent, the 
night of death is at band. Soon the 
path which leads to life will be forev- 
er closed upon their steps, and the hor- 
rors of that place where the fire is not 
quenched will burst with tenfold terror 
upon their view. A Gop who now sits 
enthroned in mercy will then appear 
in judgment. A Saviour who now 
pleads for their souls, and graciously 
invites them to follow him will then 
exhibit himself as their enemy, and 
banish them from his presence. Their 
characters and their conduct demand 
therefore their immediate attentior, 
and while they are not following Christ, 
all other subjects and persons can be 
nothing to them. 

Finally, my brethren, let us all at- 
tend to our own duty end our own 
characters. Let us be constant in fol- 
low.ang the Saviour wherever he di- 
rects. ‘Thus shall we leave the mys- 
teries of Gop, the order of Providence 
and the concerns of our fellow crea- 
tures with him who knows how to reg- 
ulate them all. ‘Thus we shall pos- 
sess no dispositien and find no time to 
enquire into things which do not con- 
cern our best interc:t—but all our feel- 
ings will centre in the beloved of our 
souls—and all our exertions—will be 
to obtain that blessed inheritance which 
he has promised to those that follow 
him. 
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REMARKS ON BAPTISM. 


(Continued from page 166 of the Church- 


man’s Repository.) 


Ir the follies and levities incident 


> 


to youth be adduced in order to show’ 


the inefficacy of former efforts, and 
to prove the impossibility of a saving 
ing faith at that period ; it may be asl 
ed with equal propriety, whether sub- 
sequent sins in adults, invalidate all 
former proofs of regeneration? If 
so, then the old testament saints and 
some of the apostles proved them- 
selves to have been after ail unregen- 
erate. If subsequent sin nullifies all 
former evidence of regeneration, who 
can be safe? For “there is no man 
that liveth and sinneth not.” ‘The 
sume sort of evidence is not to be ex- 
pected from youth, as from manhood ; 
religion does not work miracles; it 
does not convey to children the sobri- 
ety, the gravity, the seriousness, the 
wisdom and the sedateness of old age ; 
and if the sprightliness of youth be con- 
sidered as absolute proof of their being 
entirely destitute of saving grace, and 
of their being consigned of course, if 
they die at this period, to everlasting 
misery, how much more reason must 
we have to doubt the regeneration of 
adults on account of their more de- 
liberate and less excusable sins; and 
to what narrow limits must the cir- 
cle of our charity be confined! How 
dreary and comfortless is the religion 
we profess! And what darkness and 
uncertainty attend the whole chris- 
tian course! Under the Jewish dis- 
pensation, there was hope of forgive- 
ness for every offence, in case of re- 
pentance and reformation; but under 
the christian there is no remedy for 
sin. If the offender be out of the cov- 
enant of grace, repentance is of no 
avail? if he be in it, repentance is quite 
unnecessary, for his spiritual condition 
cannot afterward by any sin however 
flagrant, be brought into jeopardy.— 
The Jews were brought, by circum- 
cision, into covenant with Gop, and 
were entitled to the rewards of obedi- 
ence; but much the largest portien 
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of those who live under the gospel, 
and are embraced ina christian com- 
munity, have no means for being 
brought into covenant with him ;— 
there is no door of mercy opened to 
them; there are no conditions of sal- 
vation proposed to them; they have 
no means for knowing whether they 
are either visibly or invisibly united 
to Gon; they have no rule of duty 
and no ground of hope, till by some 
special, supernatural agency, altogeth- 
er arbitrary and capricious, they re- 


‘ceive such an inward operation, as 


gives at once assurance of salvation 
and renders the use of farther means 
unnecessary. But this is not a just 
representation of the gospel ; the of- 
fers of pardon are copious, and are 
freely extended to offending children, 
who are brought into the covenant of 
grace by baptism, if they repent and 
amend. ‘The christian dispensation 
as much excels the jewish in its mer- 
ciful conditions of pardon, as it does in 
the plainness of its precepts and the 
simplicity of its institutions. 

Much moral evil and intellectual 
darkness in respect to religion, have 
arisen from ignorance of the design and 
consequent neglect of the ordinance of 
baptism. It is a solemn contract, in 
which the Great Head of the Church 
is one of the parties, and the child with 
its sponsors, the other; by means of 
which the child is introduced into the 
covenant of grace, and is transferred 
from the kingdom of nature into Christs’ 
spiritual kingdom. Anew relationship 
is entered into with Christ, by which 
the subject is entitled to new privileg- 
es and is placed under corresponding 
obligations. Now, if parents duly 
weighed the subject, comprehended 
the nature of the duty and having ofler- 
ed up their children in faith endeavour- 
ed to impress upon them, as they ac- 
vanced in years, the nature and duties 
of this new relation to Christ, as church 
members, the excellence and advan- 
tages of this ordinance would be more 
extensively realized and acknowledg- 
ed. But itis considered by many, asa 
mere ceremony to be observed in com- 
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pliance with custom; and they are 
glad when it is over. |The thing is 
done and no more to be thought of, 
ever afterward. Hence, with the 
name of christian, children are educat- 
ed like heathen, and have no more 
consciousness of religious obligations, 
and no more idea of christian doctrines, 
than as though they had never been 
baptized, or had been educated in the 
midst of pagan darkness. Others offer 
up their infants in baptism with a spu- 
rious kind of faith; with serious con- 
viction indeed, that it is their duty so 
to do, but with very inadequate con- 
ceptions of the nature of the ordinance. 
They do it, without the least expecta- 
tion that the child derives any benefit 
from it whatever ; they have no idea 
that the infant is thereby brought into 
any new relation to Christ; nor have 
they any faith, that he will accept the 
offering, nor ‘the most remoie suspi- 
cion, that the child derives any spir- 
itual advantages, or is laid under 
any additional obligations. | Hence 
baptized children are ever after re- 
garded as heathen, and treated as 
though they had no more connexion 
with the christian Church, nor any bet- 
ter claim toits favors. The only hope 
parents entertain is, that if Gon either 
has accepted already or will hereafter 
accept those children, which are of- 
fered up in baptism, he will give some 
proof of it by miraculously interposing 
and snatching them as brands rom the 
burning, when they have arrived to 
adult age. Regular education in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lorp 


will not be, with such, a sufficient proof 


that Gop has accepted them. Early 
piety willbe bat equivocal evidence,— 
especially if interrupted by a few of 
the follies and levities of youth. There 
must be some striking evidence, some 
extraordinary excitemenis, some spe- 
cial and violent tokens of divfhe opera- 
tion, which can be distinctly perceived 
and described, and in producing which 
all human agency is excluded ; other- 
wise such persons have no faith, that 
a person can be in covenant with Gop, 
er have any claim to the benefits of the 
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redemption, which was purchased by 
Jesus Christ. 

‘The whole work, they affect scru- 
pulously to believe, must be accom- 
plished by Gop alone, to the utter ex- 
clusion of human agency or the use of 
the means of grace, under the absurd 
notion, that the use of means will be 
of no avail, but will retard rather than 
facilitate the great work of regenera- 
tion. ‘The more work, that is left 
for Gop to do, as they reason, the 
more honor he will get to his holy 
name ; and as this is supposed to be 
the most prevalent motive with Gop, 
who is considered by them as delight- 
ing chiefly in showing wonders,—the 
greater the sinner, the fewer the ef 
iorts made by himsell or by his parents 
to lead him in the right way, the great- 
er wiil be the prob: ibility of his becom- 
ing a subject of the sovereign grace 
and mercy of Gon. By such errors as 
those among professing christians is the 
ordinance of baptism often nullified, 
and many a church member is brought 
up in unfruit/ulness and prepared ‘for 
destruction. 

The ordinance of baptism sometimes 
proves of none effect through prema- 
ture discouragement on the part of 
parents. They consider the levities 
and follies of childhood, as undeniable 
proof, of their having no part in the 
covenant of grace, and of their not hay- 
ing experienced the regenerating influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. But here they 
may misjudge and through mistake be- 
come the means of defeating their own 
desires. Children often become, what 
parents consider them as being; if they 
are treeted as heathen, they will con- 
sider themselves as such; and volun- 
tarily excommunicating themselves, 
feel and conduct, at length, as though 
they had no part nor lot in the matter. 
But religion at this day does not 
work miracles ; it does not trans- 
form infants into adults either in re- 
spect to their minds or their bodies. 
‘Those who are converted at adult age 
often transgress ; and why should not 
infants or young children also be cop- 
sidered, as frail? Adults are often be- 
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trayed into sin through lust or passion ; 
and why shouid not young children be 
considered as liable to it through inex- 
perience, folly and indiscretion ; ‘and b 
treated with equal Jenity ? Adclts ek 
for charity ; and is there none for chil- 
dren? If children prove refractory or 
obstinate, are parents to resign them in 
despair as absolutely destitute of grace? 
If Gop should treat adutt professors 
in the same manner, aias! who could 
be saved? Ifadult professors feel their 


weakness and their constant need of 


divine aid, why should they expect 
perfection in their childr en? Under 
much greater disadvantages than them- 
selves, they of course siand in greater 
need of aid, and have stronger claims to 
charity. Let parents then exercise 
the same charity toward their chi'dren, 
which they expect and entreat from 
their heavenly Father toward them- 
selves, and they will deal more equita- 
bly by them. ‘Itis their duty to aid and 
encourage their youthful offspring in 
the attainment of religious knowledge 
and in the practice of religious duty ; 
and not, as too many olten do, discour- 
age and dishearten them, by treating 
them as reprobates. They should 
give them line upon line and precept 
upon precept; they should cherish 
their virtues by the smiles of approba- 
tion and the rewards of merit; they 
should cast the mantle of charity over 
m ny Juvenile follies and indiscretions, 
and by wholesome reproof and correc- 
tion check the exuberance’ of passion 
and eradicate the weeds of vice. In this 
way, and in this way alone, will they 
be able, in obedience to the peiielical 
injunction, to bring up their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lorp ; and answer the design and il- 
lustrate,the use of the ordinance of bap- 


tism. ( Tobe continued.) 
—_>— 
For the Gospel Advacate. 
FRIGID S OF MANNER IN RELIG- 


S CONVERSATION. 


Ir has been often asserted, and with 
good reason, that revealed religion has 
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a tendency more than any else to con- 
vey “merriment to the heart” and 
cheerfulness to the countenance. Its 
precepts without exception are such as 
go to form a character of mildness, be- 
nignity, moderation, benevolence and 
other agreeable traits, which inspire 
us with a love rather than a dread of 
religion,—with a respectful affection 
rather than a distant shivering awe,— 
with a longing to enter into familiar ace 
quaintance rather than a spirit which 
deprecates a second view. Its quali- 
ties are by no means repulsive ; its ey- 
ery attitude is beauty and loveliness, 
and it carries invitation and urbanity 
in all its features. Religion never 
frowns but on her remorseless and au 
dacious enemies ;—she never threat- 
ens but to terrify the hand that would 
mar the comeliness of her person, con- 
taminate her ornaments or profane the 
altar at which she worships. She ney- 
er chastens but to correct a fault,—she 
never forbids but to warn the unwary 
wanderer of danger. In short, all that 
is agreeable, amiable and good is essen- 
tially hers—Now she does not shut up 
these her amiable qualities and virtues 
within her abstracted self, but conveys 
them to the minds, hearts, and man- 
ners of her disciples. The disciple, 
according as he is more or less advanc- 
ed in his attainments, possesses the 
pleasing and affable characteristicks of 
religion herself—I was led to make 
these remarks by thinking on the frigid 
auster:ly of manner, which some men 
assume, when you introduce the sub- 
ject of religion. They are by no 
means persons desiitute of piety,— 
much less of professions. They doubt- 
less think this austerity is solemmity, or 
reverence for the subject; but it is 
neither. It-is a repulsive and porten- 
tous hardness of spirit, which treezes 
up the channe! of conversation and , 
shuts the door against that “ commun- 
ion of saints,” in which we profess to 
believe. 1 wonder what such men 
think of themselves; they certainly 
are not insensible of the cold frown 
their faces put on; for they evidently 
take paips to assume it. It does not set 
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well on them.—In the presence of some 
men you cannot mention religion or any 
thing connected with it, but immediate- 
ly they look woe-begone and sorrow- 
ful; if they speak, it seems a goblin 
rising like an exhalation out of the 
earth. And you may as well look to 
see Heaven’s bright beams through the 
dark spray of a tempest, as expect to 
realize any edification or delight in a 
further intercourse with them. I sus- 
pect these men do not always wear the 
garments of religion, but put them off 
on common occasions. ‘They are vi 

vacious and cheerful enough on other 
subjects ; mention politicks or business, 
and they are full of sprightliness, and 
pleasant remark. It is only religion 
which throws them into such fiis of 
cold, killing contemplation——lhey 
sometimes make me. think thus,— 
“why Sir, what makes you look so 
sorrowful? Are you displeased with 
the gladsome tidings of the Gospel? Or 
are you now bethinking yourself of re- 
pentance? Your closet and your pil- 
low are the place for repentance,— 
this is the time for useful and agreea- 
ble conversation. For mercy’s sake, 
pity the pain of my sympathy, and 
brighten your visage ; or | shall soon 
feel as bad as you appear to. What! 
has religion been absent from your 
thoughts all this day, and are you now 
when the subject happens to be men- 
tioned, sorrowing for the neglect, and 
trying to atone for it by taking penance 
for yourself, and laying it on others 
too?”—These are manners, which 
breathe not the amiable and mild spirit 
of christianity. Men are much the 
creatures of example and instruction, 
and this is a course of conduct, which 
is calculated in the most effectual way 
to drive men off out of sight of exam- 
ple, and to shut their ears against in- 
struction. Therefore, ye who love 
religion, see that ye exhibit her pleas- 
ing and interesting as she is; do not 
disfigure her cheerful and becoming 
features by. artificial mouldings, which 
will never suit her visage. 


VERMONT. CARDAN. 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 
LANDING OF THE PILGRIMS. 


On Friday the 22d of December, was 
celebrated at Plymouth, the anniversa- 

of the arrival of the first settlers of 
the old colony at that place. This cus- 
tomary celebration excited more inter- 
est on the present occasion, as it was 
the completion of two centuries from 
the event, which was the subject of it, 
Besides an unusual collection of the in- 
habitants of the vicinity, there were 
many visitors of high standing from the 
capital and other parts of this state and 
of Khode Island. The public exhibi- 
tions were a prayer by the President of 
the University, and a discourse by the 
Hon. Daniel W ebster, of Boston. This 
latter is spoken of as a pertormance of 
great merit, and from the celebrated 
character of the orator, we cannot 
doubt the truth of the report. We 
hope that he rose above the usual prac- 
tice, which has heretofore been indulg- 
ed on similar occasions, of intemperate 
reproaches cast on the English Church. 


There is much to admire in the en- 
terprising spirit, and the heroic con- 
stancy of the early emigrants to New 
England. But we can hardly apologize 
for the acrimony and bitterness, with 

which they separated fram the Church, 
within whose pale they had been born 
and educated; a Church too, which 
they could never charge with any thing | 
corrupt in doctrine or sinful in practice. 
The separation was indeed grounded 
on matters, which in this emightened 
age are generally classed among non- 
essentials: and it is observable that our 
dissenting brethren of the present day 
are growing into some usages, which 
were among the greatest annoyances, 
in the established Church, to their more 
puritanical ancestors. The gown and 
cassock, now assumed by many of the 
Presbyterian and Congregational pas- 
tors, and the ozgans of late set up in so 
many of their places of worship, would 
have been as great a shock go the pu- 
ritans of the seventeenth c€ntury, as 


the use of the surplice or the sign of 
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the cross in baptism. We make no ob- 
jection to this change, and only wish 
that it might be extended to other 
points of differance of a more serious 
nature. ‘ 

We observed in a respectable daily 
paper, published in our metropolis in 
the morning of the 25th of December, 
an account somewhat inflated of the 
celebration which we have mentioned, 
and noticing the paucity of public so- 
cial festivals in our country, and the 
insignificance of the occasions of many 
that are observed. But no allusion 
was made to the recurrence of an an- 
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niversary, which has been celebrated 
from the remotest agesof the Christian 
ZEra ; and which is yet held a day of 
voy and thanksgiving by much the 
greater part of the Christian world, ex- 
cept as it occurred in the journal of the 
Convention of Delegates: from the 
whole Commonwealth, then, sitting in 
Boston, of which the following is an ex- 


tract. 

“ Saturday,-December 23, 1820.—Moved 
that when the Convention adjourned, they 
should adjourn to Tuesday next, Monday 
being Curistmas.—Negatived.—And the 
House adjourned to 10 o’clock on Monday 
morning.” — 


-— 


Religious Intelligence. 


ABSTRACTS OF 


FOREIGN SUMMARY. 7 
Tue following interesting account of 
the religion of the Hindoos is given by 
Mr. Ward, a missionary at Serampore. 
it shows what wretched notions man- 
kind form of religion, when left to un- 
assisted reason, and what cause of grat- 
itude christians have for the superior 
advantages derived from the excellent 
institutions of a religion of divine origin. 
We wish particularly to invite the 
attention of our readers to the impor- 
tance of the positive institutions of re- 
ligion, as being the main source, under 
Gop, from which its public, blessings 
proceed. As all the evils of the Hin- 
doo superstition are propagated among 
the multitude by the instrumentality 
of its public institutions ; so on the oth- 
er hand, the public institutions of the 
gospel must be the chief means of dis- 
seminating its truths among the people, 
and securing its beneficial effects on 
the community at large. They ought 
therefore to be ranked on an equality 
in point of obligation with the doc- 
trines and moral precepts of the gos- 
pel. ‘The positive institutions regard 
the welfare of the community, while 
the doctrines and precepts are more 
immediately an individual concern :— 
as in civil eoneerns those institutions 
4 ADVocaTE, Vol. 1. 


MISSIONARY REPORTS. 


which are most essential to the public 
are more especially incumbent to be ob- 
served by individuals; so the members 
of a christian community should feel 
themselves bound to observe and treat 
with corresponding respect,those insti- 
tutions on which the existence and 
prosperity of the Church, or the whole 
religious community depend. We will 
not however enlarge, but leave our 
readers, after having looked at the fol- 
lowing picture, to their own reflections. 


MR. WARD’S CIRCULAR. 


‘THE institutions of the Hindoos are un- 
questionably among the most ancient now 
in existence. The veda was written, no 
doubt, before the time of David; and it is 
probable that the Hindoo superstition, in 
one form or another, is now professed by 
500,000,000 of the human family? ‘The dei- 
ties worshipped throughout China, Japan, 
Tartary, the Burman empire, Siam, Ceylon, 
and India, being all of Hindoo origin. 

The philosophical theory most prevalent 
among the Hindoos at present, in reference 
to the Divine Being, the duties of time, and 
final beatitude, is that Gop is pure spirit, 
destitute of attributes; that he remains if 
his own eternal solitude and blessedness, 
like the unruffled ocean,uncennected with the 
creatures; that he is not an object of wor, 
ship; that there are but two principles in 
the universe, spirit and matter; that all life 
is spirit er Gop; that matter is inert, that 
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all actions, good or evil, are to be attributed 
to spirit or Gop; “that connexion with niat- 
ter is a state of punisliment; that the great 
business of life is to obtain freedom from this 
union to matter; that this is only to be pro- 
eured through the ceremonies or austerities 
called jogue; that by these ceremonies per- 
fect abstraction, or the complete annihila- 
tion in the mind of its connexion with matter; 
is obtained, and that this abstraction being 
realized, at death the soul of the jogee mixes 
with the all pervading Spirit, that is, returns 
to the soul of the world.—There are now in 
India, no jogees like those described in the 
Hindoo writings, though many assume ap- 
pearances which shew that thiey wish to be 
¢onsidered jogees. 

It will be seen, that this system of philos- 
ophy carries us to the Athenian inscription, 
“the unknown Gop,” that it makes spirit, 
or Gop, the author of sin; that it annihilates 
all the social feelings; consigns to infamy 
all the relations and occupations Of life; and 
destroys all separate existence after death. 

The popular superstition proposes no high- 
er benefit to the most devout, than that they 
shall, after innumerable transmigrations, be- 
come jogees. 

In the Hindoo writings, the work of crea- 
tion is attributed to Brumha, the work of 
providence to Vishnoo, and the work of de- 
strnction to Seeb; allcreated beings. These 
deities, according to the Hindoo accounts, 
are continually opposing and thwarting each 
other in the administration of human affairs. 
What a triad! 

The objects of worship are the gods ;— 
these are said to amount to 330,000,000. 
Among those very commonly worshipped are 
the cow; Hunuman, a monkey; Aununta, 
the serpent, and Krishnoo, an infamous 
lecher, and Radha, his concubine. The car 
of Jugunnat’h is covered with paintings de- 
scriptive of actions the most indecent and in- 
famous; and the worship at the festivals is 
connected with the open exhibition of inde- 
cencies, which can never be déscribed to a 
Christian people. Gopal, a learned bram- 
huri,-ecknowledged to Mr. Marshman, of 
Serampore, that he never went to the temple 
on these occasions without hiding himself 
behind one of the pillars. This is the wor- 
ship of the Hiydoos; that which should fit 
them for the duties of time, and the blessed- 
ness of eternity! 

Infanticide has been practised in India 
from time immemorial: the rajpoots, a con- 
siderable tribe of Hindoos, put all their fe- 
male children to death as soon as born ;—not 
one survives! They marry in other tribes. 
Many Hindoo femaies, after marriage, make 
a vow to offer to the deity their first child, 
and these children of the vow are drowned 
in the Buswmpootsa, and other sacred rivers, 
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The Hindoo writings eaceurage persons 
afflicted with an incurable distemper to 
drown themselves in some sacred river, or to 
throw themselves under the wheels of the car 
of Jugunnat’b, or to cast themselves into a 
fire prepared by their relatives. Multituces 
annually perish by these means ; as they are 
promised by the shaster, a healthfal body im 
the next transmigration? And they believe, 
that if they die a natural death, the same dis- 
ease will cleave to them in the follqwing and 
perhaps in successive births. 

At an annual festival in honour of the god 
Seeb, multitudes inflict ‘on their bodies the 
most shocking cfruelties: some have large 
hooks thrust through tlie flesh of their backs, 
by which they are drawn up into the air, and 
swung round, for fifteen or twenty minutes, 
the whole weight of the body suspended on 
the flesh resting on these hooks; others have 
a large slit cut through the centre of their 
tongue; others: cast their naked bodies on 
open knives fastened in a woolsack, from a 
height of ten feet from: the ground; others 
have cords’drawn between the skin and the 
ribs in each side, while they dance in hon- 
our of this deity; and these devotees efose 
this festival by dancing, with their feet un- 
covered, on burning coals. 

Such is the superstitiotis faith of dhe Hin- 
doos in the supposed eflicacy of the waters 
of the sacred rivers in India, that multitudes, 
in a state of perfect health, put an end to 
life by drowning themselves in these rivers. 

All the dying, residing near enough to the 
Ganges and other sacred rivers, are hurried, 
in the agonies of death, and exposed, in the 
open air, to the scorching sun by day, and 
to the dews of night, that they may, as they 
hope, be purified in their last moments by 
these waters. The deaths of multitudes 
who might survive are thus hastened, and in- 
describable nnseries are hereby inflicted on 
the dying. 

Some’ persons have contended that the 
Hindoos area moral people ; but how should 
a people be moral, whose gods are personifi- 
cations of sin, whose priests are notorious 

Yor impurity and rapacity, whose temples are 
houses of il] fame, and whose religious cere- 
monies, instead of purifying the mind, ex- 
cite nothing but impure associations? There 
is not a people on earth so thoroughly given 
up to lasciviousness, to deception, to false- 
hood, and to fraud, as the Hindoos, and so 
completely destitute of principle. Surely 
they need Christianity, who have no better 
Gop than Jugunnat’h, i.e. the stump of a 
tree, no better Saviour than the Ganges,-no 
other expectation in death than that of trans- 
migrating into the body of some reptile.’ 


Mr. Ward next apprizes us of the transla- 
tion of the bible, by Dr. Carey, into the 
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Shanscrit, the learned language of India and 
the parent of fifty dialects; also into the 
Jengalee spoken by twelve millions of peo- 
ple: likewise of the New Testament into 
eicht different languages. ‘lhe bible has 
thus been translated into twenty-five of the 
multifarious languages of India. More than 
a thonsand individuals, of which a large por- 


tion were Hindoos or Slahometans who had 
not previously ** lost cast” have been admit- 
ted igto the Church by baptism, and about 
twenty. th ant heathen children are in- 
structed in the schools established by the 

Britis! governn ent, by missionaries, and by 
private gentlemen. These schools appear to 
he rising in reputation among the natives, 

and deputations were sent from ‘the towns 


around Serampore, soliciting the establish- 
ment of schools in their villages.—* In short,’ 
he says, ‘ (he moral revolution daily-progress- 
ing in India is most cheering to every benev- 


olent mind. which has witnessed it.’ 


These circumstances have induced the 
misstonaries to establish a College at Seram- 
pore, for the purposeof educating natives to 
become ministers of the gospel; as they will 
be better able to endure the evils of the cli- 
mate, and be under better advantages for in- 


structi. g their unenli¢htened brethren: of 
ich seventy-five thousand will not be suffi- 
cient to instrnet more than one half of the 


aboricinals, admitting one thousand to be de- 
voted toahe care of one teacher!—To obtain 
funds for this college Mr. Ward has visited 


Engiane and Scotland and is now on a visit, 
for the same purpose, to the New England 
States. 





Absiract of Mr. Judson’s Journal. 


The foliowing absiract of the history 
of an interview between some Amer- 
ican Missionaries and the Emperor 
of Burmah is interesting ; and, as it 
has an important bearing on the mis- 
sionary cause, is given for the pur- 
pose of enabling our readers to form 
their opinion on the probability of 
ultimate success in this interesting 
field of ministerial labour. 


Mr. Judson, a missionary of the. baptist 
persuasion in cempany with Mr. Colman 
another tnissionary of the same persuasion, 
and sixteen others »":0 composed the boats’ 
_crew, embarked on the 21st December, and 
‘set sail from Rangoon on the river,* en a visit 
to the Emperor of Burmah. In about thirty 
six days they arrived at O-ding-man, the 
lower landing place of New Ava, about three 
hundred and fifty miles from Rangoon. On 


ey - 


* Prebably the Keenduem. 
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arriving at this place, they learned that 
the Emperor of Burmah had heen ‘apprized 
of their arrival and had consented to an in- 
terview with them. They were first intro~ 
duced to the Minister of State; from whom 
they met with 2 Courteous reception. To 
‘him they disclosed their character, and told 
him that they were missionaries or propaga- 
tors of religion, and wished to appear be- 
fore the Emperor to present their sacred 
books accompanied with a petition. ‘He 
took the petition into his hand, looked over 
about half of it, and then familiarly asked 
several questions about our Gop and ourre- 
ligion, to which we replied. Justat this cri- 
sis, some one announced, that the golden 
foot was about to advance; on which the 
minister hastily rose up, and put on his robes 
of state, saying, that he must seize the mo- 
ment to present ustothe emperor. Wenow 
found, that we had unwittingly fallen on an 
unpropitious time, it being the day of the 
celebration of the late victory over the Cas- 
says, and the very hour, when His Majesty 
was coming forth, to witness the display 
made on the occasion. When the minister 
was dressed, he just said, ‘* How can you 
propagate religion in this empire? But come 
along.’ Our hearts sunk at these inauspi- 
cious words. He conducted us through va- 
rious splendour and parade, until we as- 
cended a flight of stairs, and entered a most 
magnificent hall. He directed us where to 
sit and took his place on one side; the pre- 
sent was placed on the other, and Moung 
Yo, and another officer cf Mya-day-men, sat 
a little behind. The scene to which we 
were now introduced really surpassed our 
expectation. The spacious extent of the 
hall, the number and magnitude of the pil- 
lars, the height of the dome, the whole com- 
pletely covered with gold, presented a most 
grand and imposing spectacle. Very few 
were present, and those evidently great oili- 
cers of state. Our situation prevented us 
from seeing the further avenue of the hall ; 
but the end where we sat, opened imto the 
parade, which the emperor was about to in- 
spect. We remained about five minutes, 
when every one put himself into the most re- 
spectful attitude, and Moung Yo whispered, 
that his majesty I@d entered. We looked 
through the hall, as far as the pillars would 
allow, and presently caught sight of this 
modern Akasuerus. He come forward, un- 
attended—in solitary grandeur—exhibiting 
the proud gait and majesty of an eastern 
monarch. His dress was rich, but not dis- 
tinctive ; and he carried in his hand, the gold- 
sheathed sword, which seems to have taken 
the place of the sceptre of ancient times.— 
But it was his high aspect and commanding 
eye, that chiefly rivitted our attention. He 
strided on. Every head, excepting ours, 
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was now in the dust. . We remained kneel- 
ing, our hands folded, our eyes fixed on the 
monarch. When he drew near, we caught 
his attention. He stopped, partly turned to- 
wards us—** Who are thege?”” The teachers, 
great king, I replied. “ *“* What, you speak 
Burman—the priests that I heard of last 
night?’ ‘* When did you arrive?” ‘ Are 
you teachers of religion?” “Are you like 
the Portuguese priest?” ** Are you married?” 
** Why do you dress so ?”” These, and some 
other similar questions, were answered ;— 
when he appeared to be pleased with us, and 
sat down on an elevated seat—his hand rest- 
ing on the hilt of his sword, and his eyes in- 
tently fixed on us. Moung Zah how read 
the petition, ms 
» * . - * + * - 
The emperor heard this petition, and 
stretched out his hand. Moung Zah crawl- 
ed forward and presented it. His Majesty 
began at the top, and deliberately read it 
through. Imthe mean time, | gave Moung 
Zah an abridged copy of the tract, in which 
every offensive sentence was corrected, and 
the whole put int6 the handsomest style and 
dress possible. After the emperor had pe- 
rused the petition, he handed it back, with- 
out saying a word, and took the tract. Our 
hearts now rose to Gop for a display of his 
grace. ‘**O have mercy on Burmah! Have 
mercy on her king!” But, alas the time was 
not yetcome. He held the tract long enough 
to read the two first sentences, which assert 
that there is one eternal Gop, who is inde- 
endent of the incidents of mortality, and 
that, beside Him, there isno Gop ; and then, 
with an air of indiflerence, perhaps disdain, 
he dashed it down to the ground! Moung 
Zah stooped forward, picked it up, and hand- 
ed itto us. Moung Yo made a slight at- 
tempt to save us, by unfolding one of the 
volumes, which composed our present, and 
displaying its beauty ; but his majesty took 
nomnotice. Our fate was decided, After a 
few moments, Moung Zah interpreted his 
royal master’s will, in the following terms :— 
*¢ Why do you ask for such permission? Have 


not the Portuguese, the English, the Mussel- 


matis, and people of all other religions, full 
liberty to practise and worship, according to 
their own customs? In regard to the objects 
of your petition, his majesty gives no order. 
In regard to your sacred books, his majesty 
has no use for them, take them away.” 
Something was*now said about brother 
Colman’s skill in medicine ; upon which the 
emperor once more opened his mouth, and 
said, Let them proceed to the residence of 
my physician, the Portuguese priest ; let 
him examine whether they can be useful to 
me in that line, and report accordingly. He 
then rose from his seat, strided on to the end 
of the hall, and there, after having dashed to 


the ground the first intelligence that he had 
ever received of the eternal Gop, his Maker, 
his Preserver, his Judge, he threw himself 
down on a cushion, and lay listening to the 
music, and gazing at the parade spread out 
before him! 

As for us and our present, we were hud- 
dled up and hurried away, without much 
ceremony. We passed out of the palace 
gates, with much more facility than we en- 
tered, and wére conducted first to the house 
of Mya-day-men. There his officer reported 
our reception, but in as favourable terms as 
possible ; and as his highness was not ap- 
prized of our precise object, our repulse ap- 
Peas aprohnty to him not so decisive, as 
we kneW it to be. We were next conduct- 
ed two miles, through the sun and dust of 
the streets of Ava, to the residence of the 
Portuguese priest. He very speedily ascer- 
tained, that we were in possession of no won- 
derful secret, which would secure the em- 
peror from all disease, and make him live 
for ever; and we were accordingly allowed 
to take leave of the reverend inquisitor, and 
retreat to our boat. 

At this stage of the business, notwithstand- 
ing the decided repulse we had received, we 
still cherished some hope of ultimately gain- 
ing our point. We regretted, that a sudden 
interruption had prevented our explaining 
our objects to Moung Zah, in that familiar 
and confidential manner, which we had in- 
tended: and we determined, therefore, to 
make another attempt upon him in private.’ 

Undismayed by this severe repulse they 
waited again the next day on the minister of 
state, and endeavoured to gain a new hear- 
ing by an appeal to worldly policy, and by 
stating the pecuniary adyantage which they 
might derive from the settlement of foréign- 
ers among them. * This argument alone seem- 
ed to have an effect on the mind of the min- 
ister, and looking out from the cloud which 
covered his face, he youchsafed to say, that 
if we would wait some time, he would en- 
deavour to speak to his majesty about us.— 
From this remark it was impossible to de- 
rive any encouragement, and having nothing 
further to urge, bowing down to the ground, 
we took leave of this great minister of state, 
who, under the emperor, guides the moye- 
ments of the whole empire.’ 


NOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


(Stale of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
America, continued from page 192 of the 
Churchman’s Repository.) 


MARYLAND. 
Ir appears from the journals of conventions 
held in this diocess since the general conven- 
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tion, that eight hundred and nineteen persons 
have been confirmed, eight Churches have 
been consecrated, fifteen persons have been 
admitted to holy orders; eight to the office 
of deacon, and seven to that of priests; and 
nineteen clergymen have removed. into the 
diocess, from other states. Several religious 
societies have been established, and some are 
already productive of much good. Among 
these, are the “Prayer Book, and Homily 
society of Maryland,” “the Baltimore Fe- 
male Tract Society,”’ (both of which receive 
some degree of support from persons not re- 
siding in that city,) and the Sunday schools 
attached to the different parishes of the dio- 
cess. In several parishes, where the minis- 
try could not be obtained or supported, gen- 
tlemen, distinguished by their piety and 
standing in society, have received from the 
bishop the appointment of lay readers; and 
thus are instrumental in preserving among 
the members of our Church their attachment 
to her most devout and excellent services.— 
Thongh much pressed by the cares of an ex- 
tensive parish, containing about four hun- 
dred families, the bishop continues to dis- 
charge the duties of his office throughout the 
diocess, and it was remarked in his last state- 
ment to the annual convention, that, with 
the possible exception of some remote chap- 
els, he had then completed bis tour of epis- 
copal visitation. 

The canons and rubrics ofthe Church are, 
it is believed, in most respects generally ob- 
served; and upon the whole, we are allowed 
to cherish the hope that the prosperity of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church continues to 
strengthen and increase in Maryland, that 
her principles are better understood than 
formerly, that prejudices once entertained 
against her are removed, that there is an in- 
creased attachment to her rites and ordinan- 
ces, and that true religion is gain:ag ground 
in the hearts and lives of her members. 

VIRGINIA. 

~The Almighty continues his gracious 
smiles to this part of his Church. Since the 
Jast general convention a considerable num- 
ber of new congregations has been formed, 
and a large increase of ministers been added. 
The number of regular congregations is about 
fifty, and of officiating ministers thirty.— 
The most delightful unity prevails amongst 
the ministers. A strong attachment binds 
them and their congregations together. The 
conduct of communicants is becoming more 
and more serious and consistent; and very 
few are now to be found, who bring re- 
proach upon religion and the Church by im- 
moralities, or an attendance upon the vain 
and sinful amusements of the world. The 
services of the Church are more punctyally 
and Zealously observed, and pronrise to be 
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esteemed in proportion as they are duly un- 
derstood. The ordinance of baptism espe- 
cially, which has hitherto been so neglected, 
or lightly and prophanely performed, begins 
to excite the more serious attention of the 
clergy and laity. Whereas the directions of 
the rubric enjoin the most public and solemn 
performance of it, where the prayers of the 
whole congregation may be obtained, it has 
been too customary, either through a false 
modesty or irreligious indifference, to pre- 
vail upon ministers to disobey the rubric, 
and let down the ordinance to a mere pri- 
vate ceremony, which has often been accom- 
panied with unbecoming frivolity and mirth. 
The impiety of such a proceeding now ap- 
pears in its true colours; and a reformation 
has already begun and considerably advanc- 
ed, which, it is hoped, will be aided and sup- 
ported by the general voice of the Church. 

In this diocess a fund for the Episcopate 
has been commenced. 

The college of William and Mary has 
made an offer which promises important ben- 
efits to students of theology, and has elected 
a clergyman of our Church a professor there- 
in who will take charge of such students. 

A society has been organized to assist in- 
digent young men who are candidates for 
the ministry, and from which the most bene- 
ficial results may be expected. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

At a period no more remote than the fall 
of 1816, the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
this state, was nearly at the lowest point of 
depression. There were, indeed, some who 
felt a lively interest in her welfare, and wept 
when they remembered Zion. But, like Is- 
rael of old, they hung their harps upon the 
willows in almost hopeless anguish. Even 
those few houses of Gop, which had, for 
some years before, occasionally or stated- 
ly resounded with his praise, were closed 
and deserted ; and the pious of our commu- 
nion, though attached both by education 
and principle to the church of their fathers de- 
spairing of seeing her ever again arise from the 
dust stood ready to abandon her cause, and 
to unite themselves with any among whom 
they could enjoy, in any measure, the bene- 
fit of divine ordinances. But blessed be the 
name of the Lord, the set time for Him to 
have compassion on this part of Zion had 
come. He viewed with an eye of relenting 
mercy, the desolations, with which his jus- 
tice had visited her sins. The prayers of the 
faithful were heard by the great head ¢éf the 
Church, and the decree was sent forth—Let 
Jerusalem be rebuilt. 

In the spring of 1817, was held the first 
Protestant Episcopal convention ever held 
in North Carolina. At which were present 
lay delegates from four different parishes, 
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and three of the clergy, whom Diyine Prov- 
idence, had, for the time being brought to 
that state. Of these, two have since remov- 
ed. Beside these three, the church in this 
state is blessed at present, with the. labors of 
four others. Besides these seven clergy, 
there are at present six candidates for holy 
orders. 

Since the last general convention, the 
right Rev. Richard C. Moore, D. D. has ad- 
mitted one to the holy order of priesthood ; 
and three to that of deacons. 

The right Rev. bishop Moore has also con- 
secrated a new Church, lately erected in 
Fayetteville, by the name of St. John’s 
chirch sand held confirmation at various 
places, where were confirmed as follows: 
Fayetteville, sixty; Newbern, fifty-three ; 
Edenton, thirty; Wilmington one hundred 
and thirty-eight; amounting in all to two 
bundred and eighty-one. 

[t may tend farther to throw light on the 
condition and history of the Church in this 
state to remark, that, a few years ago, the 
number of communicants in all our Churches 
did not exceed fifty ; whereas, they amount 
now to more than three hundred and fifty; 
that besides the protestant episcopal mis- 
sionary society of North Carolina, various 
charitable and religious societies have been 
established by the members of our commun- 
ton; that bible classes and Sunday schools 
are to be found in almost every. parish; and 
that the baptisms reported at the several 
diocesan Conventions since the last general 
convention, are two hundred and seventy- 
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five ;of which, twenty are stated to be the 
cases of adults. 

Since the Church was organized in this 
state, ten parishes have, at different 
times been represented in the annual con- 
ventions; and at least six more places will 
organize Churches as soon as they are visited 
by the missionaries that have lately been 
appointed for that purpose. 

We are happy in reporting that as far as 
we know and believe, the clergy in this sec- 
tion of the country strictly observe the can- 
ons and rubries of the Church. The case of 
private baptism forms it is believed the only 
exception; and in that article, even, a re- 
formation has commenced, which, we trust, 
will ere long become complete and universal. 

By the good providence of our Gop, the 
Church in this state has obtained help of the 
Lorp at the very time when she seemed 
most likely to become extinct. Had this 
help been delayed but a few years longer, 
death would probably have swept away all 
those episcopal predilections which yet ex- 
ist in every secfion of the country; and 
which, by the blessing of Heaven, will be- 
come the seminal principles by which the 
Church, like the ubled pheenix, shall arise 
from her ashes. Her prospects are every day 
brightening more and more. Her friends 
are every where excited to hope and exer- 
tion. May their most sanguine hopes soon 
be realized ! May the great head of the Church 
prosper the work ! And may this section of 
Zion speedily become the joy ef the whole 
earth. 
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obvious. It was not astatute, which by im- 
posing pet uniary penalties, and alloting a 
portion of the mulct to the informer, could 
excite vexatious prosecutions from selfish 


EXTRACT FROM THE QUARTERLY REVIEW, 
No. 46. 

By the statute 9 & 10 William III. it was 
enacted, that if any person educated in the 
Christian religion, or professing the same, 
should by writing, printing, teaching, or ad- 
vised speaking, deny any one of the persons 
in the Holy Trinity*to be God, he should, up- 
on the first offence, be rendered incapable to 
hold any office or place of trust; and for the 
second, be rendered incapable of bringing 
any action, being guardian, executor, lega- 
tee, or purchaser of lands, and should sufier 
three years imprisonment without bail. That 
room, however, might be given for repent- 
ance, if the delinquent, within four mouths 
after the first conviction, would publickly re- 
nounce his error in open Court, he was to be 
discharged from all disabilities. Thus the 
law stood, till a bill for its repeal was intro- 
duced by the member for Norwich, Mr. Wil- 
liam Smith, which passed without opposition. 

The necessity for the repeal was not quite 


motives. We are not aware that any Uni- 
tarian was ever deprived of a legacy by the 
enforcement of this law, or debarred by it 
from the exercise of any legal right : and 
certainly that body of dissenters had not 
been prevented by it, from defending incul- 
cating and diffusing their peculiar opinions 
with perfect freedom,whether from the pulpit 
or the press. In fact they had organized 
themselves as a sect, during the existence of 
the statute, grown up, and flourished (as 
far as it can be said that they have flourish- 
ed) under it. Nevertheless, its repeal was 
asked for by one of their community, and 
it was granted with unhesitating and upsus- 
picious liberality. 

Let us now state the use which has been 
made of this concession. The Unitarian So- 
ciety met and passed certain resolutions upon 
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the Bil ‘for the relief of those who impugn 
the doctrines of the Trinity.” One of the 
resolutions was ‘ that this Society hail the pre- 
sent measure as an auspicious prelude to that 
happy day, when all penal laws and political 
restrictions on religious ground, shall be for 
ever abolished ; when an invidious and limit- 
ed toleration shall give way to universal re- 
ligious liberty; and when all, without dis- 
tinction, shall be entitled by law, to the pos- 
session of those civil and political privileges 
which are the birth-right of Britons.’ — It is 
well that we should be taught how surely all 
cuncession to sects and factions leads to 
larger demands, The subscribers to the Uni- 
tarian fund also resolved—‘ that as Unitarian 
Christians feared not to profess and inculcate 
what they esteem the doctrines of the Ges- 
pel, though liable to the infliction of severe 
penalties, it is their incumbent duty, now 
that they are placed within the protection of 
the law, not to relax their efforts, but rather 
to extend those exertions which well consist 
with ine peace and order of civil society, 
and the purest principles of Christian cherity.’ 

In pursuance, we presume, of these reso- 
lutions, the following placards have been ex- 
hibited on the high-road between London 
and Uxbridge, 


** Parish of Hillingdon. : 

** To any of his poor fellow parishioners, 
who honestly recognizing the fundamental 
principle of Protestant diseent, that the Scrip- 
tures alone are sufficient to make men wise 
unto salvation, and well content therefore to 
adhere strictly to their language as well as 
doctrine, are disposed to educate their chil- 
dren in the Evangelical and Apostolic faith 
of one Gop the Father, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, rather than, according to the Improv- 
ed Version of Orthodoxy, in the belief of 
Trinity and Unity, Three Persons, Gop the 
Son, Gop the Holy Ghost, &c. &c. 

r. Clarke 
Proposes to clothe and to educate, gratis, 
somewhere within the above parish, fifteen 
female children above the age of eight years. 

“N. B. All creeds, catechisms, articles 
and other unscriptural innoyations upon gen- 
uine Christian theology, will of course be re- 
ligiously excluded the above school, in which 
the children will be taught the Bible only.” 

“The word Trinity sounds oddly, and is 
_ mere human invention. It were better to 
._ call Almighty Gop, Gop, than Trinity.”— 

LUTHER. 

‘*T like not this prayer, O holy, blessed, 
and glorious Trinity! It savours of barba- 
\Tism.”” 

‘“* The word Trinity is unintelligible, pro- 
fane, a human invention, founded upon no 
testimony of Gop’s word:—the Popish God 
unknown to the Prophets and Apostles.” — 

~ CanyLy, 
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“The Bible, and the Bible only, is the re- 
ligion of Protestants.’’—CHILLINGS WORTH. 

* Articles of Churches are not of divine 
authority. Have done with them! They 
may be irue, they man be false. Appeal to 
the Book !"—Bistor Warsow. 


Another of these placards was in this form: 


' ORTHODOXY as learnt from 
The Bible only. Sundry comparisons and 
corrections. / 


Under the first head are collected the texts 
which the Unitarians have forced into their 
service: under the other, the Trinitarian ex- 
pressions of the Liturgy, disfigured by inter- 
polations, and at the end, js said 

lf Jehovah be Gop But if the Baal, 

follow him. follow him. 


The honourable member by whom the bil] 
for repealing the Statute of William was 
brought in, has made it known to the nation 
that he is a reader of the Quarterly Review ; 
and it has even appeared that he .sometimes 
carries it in his pocket. We appeal to him, 
therefore, in a well founded confidence-that 
these pages will come under hiseye ; and we 
ask him whether he would have brought in 
that bill, if he had been aware that the first 
use which the Unitariams were to make of it 
would have been thus openly and grossly to 
insult the established religion of the country? 
And whether he believes that this bill would 
have been sufiered to pass, if ariy such suspi- 
cion had been entertained by the Heads of 
the Church and the Houses of Parliament? 

The Church of England has never shrunk 
from the fullest investigation of its tenets.— 
}rom the time when it was 


‘ Founded in truth; by blood of martyrdom 
Cemented ; by the hands of wisdom reared 
In beauty of holiness, with order’d pomp 
Decent, and unreproved,’ 

it has been still 
‘ For its defence, replenish’d with 4 band 
Of strenuous champions, in scholastic arts 


Thoroughly disciplined.’ 


It has vindicated itself triumphantly agaist 
Romanists on the one hand, and Schismatics 
on the other; and maintained with equal 
strength, the truths of revealed religion 
against the Deist, and those of natural relig- 
ion against the Atheist. Whatever we may 
think of ourselves in this age of jouriflists, 
when humility is as much out of fashion as 
a Steenkirk wig, the student who should bet 
take himself to the diligent perusal of our 
great divines, would derive from any one of 
them more wisdom than is to be acquired 
from the most diligent study of the last Re- 
view, or the most assiduous attendance upon 
a fashionable lecturer. PreceptS are to be 
found in their writings, which rectify the 
judgment, strengthen the moral principle, 
and render the heart invincible. Nor has? 
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that band of champions degenerated, nor is 
it likely to degenerate. Against fair and reg- 
ular attacks, the Church of England requires 
not, and needs not the protection of author- 
ity; it ean protect itself by its own strength; 
its defenders are armed at all points, and 
ready at all times. But misrepresentations 
and charges of idolatry, supported by mis- 
statements, and addressed promiscuously to 
the ignorant, are not legitimate modes of 
warfare. And the Church has a right to re- 
quire from that State, the welfare and exist- 
ence of which is inseparably connected with 
its own, that the religious feelings of the peo- 
ple shall not be thus wantonly and publicly 
outraged. For whatever may be the opinion 
of the S6ciniuan propagandists,—however 
elaborately they may have~examined the 
question, and conscientiously formed their 
own decision, they cannot but know that 
upon this point they are as much opposed 
to all other bodies of Dissenters, as to the 
national Church; that in this matter the 

are the Ishmaelites of the Christian world, 
their hand is against every Christian and ev- 
ery Christian hand is against them : that all 
Christians, exceptthemselves, (and how in- 
significant their own number they well 
know,) regard the Trinity, not merely as 
true in speculation, but as the vital and es- 
sential truth of Christianity, without which 
nothing but mere naturalism would remain ; 
they ought to know also that when the re- 
strictions of law were removed, it might 
have been expected that a sense of decency 
would have prevented them from obtruding 
their tenets upon public view in a manner, 
which though it may seem sportive to them- 
selves, necessarily appears blasphemous to 
all who believe that Christ is their Redeem- 
er and their Gop. (To be continued.) 


Miscellaneous Extracis——Recomunendation. 
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From the London Medical Intelligencer. 


Remarks on the supposed effects of drinking 
Cold Water ; illustrated by cases which oc- 
curred during the hot weather of the Sum- 
mer of 1818; by Joun Warts, M. vD. 


(New York Medical & Surgical Register.) 


Numerous Cases of Apoplexy were ad- 
mitted into the New York hospital during 
the very hot weather in 1818. The patients 
were common labourers, who had been ex- 
posed to the sun, and had drunk large quan- 
tities of cold water. The necessary treat- 
ment was violently antiphlogistic. The Re- 
viewer states his convictioh, from experience 
in the disease, that these were cases of coup- 
desoleil, and ought not to be referred to the 
effects upon the constitution, of drinking 
cold water. This is reasonable, and ac- 
cords with the fact, that men who work in 
great heats, in this country, such as glass 
blowers, &c. are accustomed to drink large 
quantities of cold water with impunity; nay; 
indeed, with benefit. . 


PILATE’S .QUESTION ANSWERED. 
An Anagram. 


Quid est Veritas? 
Est Vir qui ,adest. 

Th following pious reflection, formed from 
the five Latin tenses, uxs written by the cel- 
ebrated Grotius, on the wall of a prison, tn 

which he was confined. 
Praesens est Imperfectaum; Perfectum et 
plusquam Perfectum, futurum est. 
IN ENGLISH. 
The present is imperfect, but the future is 
pertect, and more than perfect. 


—— 
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